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Davelprmant Alematives with Women for a Mew Era

DAWN FACILITATES WOMEN'S

MEDIA NETWORKS

Thl: major objective of the DAWMN Interegional Media Work-
shop (February 10-13, 1992, Barbados) was to build a network of
South communicaiors with the capacity 1o disseminate the entire
gamut of DAWHN'S research programeme throughout the Third
World. DAWN's research currently focuses on the Environment:
Adtermative Economic Frameworks; and Reproductive Rights and
Populaticon from the perspective of Third Woeld women, sspecially
those al the grasaoots kevel,

The Women's Medin Waorkshop was adirect response to the staked
desire of South communicators for choser interaction with DAWN,
which they cxpressedat the linal interegional meeting hosied by the
then Brazil-based Seorctaniak in Jome 19K, Al that mesting, some
concern was expressed about the effectiveness of the networking
newskciter, DAY Informs; Who was it reaching? How was the
information being weed? How could women's media networks and
their consituencics Sccess the DAWN ressarch anid analysis ina
more meaninglol way? How could the fow of informatson sroes
continenls and between the media neyworks and DAWN be im-
provedT 1t was unique i bringing together 2 small group of women
communicators who, between them, cover all regions of the South,
and indeed the entire world, with the exception of Easiom Eunope
{=ee mapl

The workshop wat designed wo be both partcipabory and practical,
Using basic animation technigques (drawings, song and poetry)
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participants were: encounaged o explore the work of DAWMN and
thedr own organisations (see page 2 ), ond on that basis o identify
what they could do for DAWN and what DAWMN could do for thean.
DAWN General Coordinator, Peggy Antrobis, and DAWN Re-
search’ Coordinator (Environment ), Fosina Wilishine, led sessons
o the DAWN structure and s cusment rescarch and analysas on the
Environment.”

During the four days they interacted, ot the personal, professional
and technecal fevels, participants analysed the DAWMN Informs
target growps and spocified the form in whicl cach group, including
themselves, could bestaccessthe DAWN analysis{zee page 3 ). They
identified their production and networking necds and began draft-
ing Munding proposals to obtain the necessary prants and handware,
Thiey laad the basis for the DAWN Informs workplan for 1992 and
beyond, dmibed a press sivement for circalstion in their respective
countrics, and prodoced materiads for a DAWN Resource Kiton the
Envinnment {see page 31

Most impartantly, they foonded o Fax Information Exchonge which
they dubbed Women's Media Alert, WOMENET §zee puliour),
Dretails of hiow WOMENET works and how micresicd parties can
become involved are contained in the enclosed pullout page.
WOMENET is a strong starting point in the building of an
elfective perwork of women communbzators in the South with the
potential to disseminate their own concemns and those of DAWN
across the entire globe,
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PARTICIPANTS

Fourizen women  communicaors from 10 Women's Media Networks o nang
countrics ok part in the DAWN Interegional Media Workshop. Apart from
DAWN, the media networks represented were:

*  Women and Development Unit (WAND) of the University of the West
Indies which works with women in groups and networks, employing partici-
patory methodalogies, technical assistance and media products, with the aim
of strengthening sclf-reliant commumitics.

= Caribbean Association for Feminist Research and Action (CAFRA) &
network of women's erganisations and indhvidoal ressarchers and activisis in
the Dutch, English, French and Spanish-speaking countries of the region,
CAFRA's rescarch projecis include women in relation 1o agriculiune and ihe
law, and their history and creative expressions, CAFRA abo provides
iechnical and funding assistance for the production of materaks, and produces
& quarterly networking newshetier.

#  Women's Feature Service (WFS), a wire servios of featares wiitten by Thind
World women joemalisis, which aims 1o expose the views of women aboat
development issues locally, regionally and internationally,

=  Ristren Theatre Collective, an independent women's cultural arganisation
which highlights women’s issues through theatre, drama-in-education,

temational women's organisation that provides A CoOMmMUNKCMNNS Suppor.
service for women in Afnica, Asia, the Pacific, Latin Amenica, the Caribbean
and the Middle-East

= Isis International (Manila & Santiago) which provides informatson and
commufnication services o women workdwide with the aim ol promoting
women's empowerment. 1is resource contre includes over B30 women's
periodicals, & well as books, pamphlos, repons, bibliographics, direcionies,
and a human resosrce data base. 155 prodoces mogarmes, books, restusoes,
guides and direcionics.

= Paciflc Women"s Resource Burean which uses radio and media resources 1o
educate and faciliaie noiworking among women of the many islands of ihe
Pacific region.

= ‘Tanzania Media Women's Association (TAMWA), an organisation of

women communicators that operates at grassroots level. s major educational

and networking tool is Saut va Sit which means Women's Voice, and which

ilso honours the memory of Siti Bint Saad, one of Tanzania's Mirsst women
COMMUNiCHLOns.
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WOMENET

(Aka DARETORBE ALERT)

Thu major oaloome of e DAWM Interegionad Media Workshop
was the establishmentof a Women's MediaNetecork, WOMENET
(also known a5 Darciobe an Analysing Worman Mow), and oom-
prising among others, those networks represenied. ' WOMENET,
whach kas the capacity through its members o distribote information
across the world, will both facilitate the dessemimation of DAWNs
rescarch and analyses (o women's organisations, NGOs, and the
madnstream media, a3 well as provide a channel foe closer collabo-
ration and exchange of materials between women s media networks
Elobally.

How IMoes WEMENET WorkT

‘Workshop participants designed Fax message forms (below) o
simplify the process and belp 1o ensure the network &5 sustained,
Each network 's message is 10 be sent via the Fax form on the ks
Friday of each month, Every six months {in June and December),
the last Friday of the month will be used for a simple evaluation,
wsing the form developed for this purpose (below right).

Each network will mark off the groups they have heard from and
record the number of Faxes received, OF special importance is the
final pam of the evaluation form on which it's noted how e
information received was used,

In ¢ases where networks cannot affoed o send a Fax to éveryone
oa the directory each moath, they can send one copy o DARE-
TOBREAWTC (1-212) 661-2704, marking on it ONLY COPY. For
the time being I'WTC is able toamalgamale soch messages and sead
them ool with it"s own form, However, networks are asked to
relieve I'WTC of this task &€ s00n as possible by making efforts 1o
obain small grants to pay for their own Fax messages,

Imporiani Inlilntive

WOMENET was seen as an important step in the process of
women making ose of the new communications sechnologies.
Through the WOMENET initiative, all women's media networks
have a chance o mainiain contact with sach other and share
information thal will keep women worldwide more comprehen-
sively informed about all women's issues and concems. A decision
wis @aken 0 mclude those women's modia networks that were
unable to take part in the seminas, The full directory, inciuding baoth
workshop participants and non-participants, is included overleaf,
Other neteorks wishing to join WOMENET may do so by com-
plztng the fomm below the directory overleal and Faxing it TWTC
and the DAWN secretarial,  Mini-versions of the Fax forms are
reprndluced bebow g0 networks can make their own.  Copy them
before you tear ofT the form overleal
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WOMENET Directory

FOUNDING MEMBERS NEW MEMBERS

Carlbbean Assoclutlon for Feminki Research and Acthon (CAFRA)  Assoclation des Profesdonnelies Africnines de ia

P2, Bag $42, Tunspuna , Trinided & Tobaga, Communlcatbon [APAC]
FAX: (BOF) 6636401 ; TEL: (B0} 663-2670 RF 4234, Dwlar, Senegal
Conlacl: Riwma Kalloo FAX: (ZX1) Ibogaid ; TEL: (23T) 210815
DAWMAND Conlacl: Fetoomsls S
mﬂ‘fﬁ?ﬁﬂ-hmﬂr‘“ﬂhlhﬂ“ Assoclution of African Women for Research and
o, 51 Micheel, Burberdis, Development [AAWORD
A : () 062004 § TEL= (M) £36-631 ﬁaud:hnqﬂu.mn!mmmm,w

Contact: Pegay Antrobus, Nas Pracocke, Shells Stuart, Kuetyne Allere, oo Pl st
Sandra Edwards, Joan Boss-Franksoa cuing e
Asls and Pucific Development Cenire [ APDC] Women's Programme

International Women's Tribune Centre [TWTC) Pt e, P00 B 12204, s | iy
B N N, B s L RL VR FAX: (60-8) 245.0016 ; TEL: (60-K) 2548088
AK: (212 6602704 § TEL: (217) 6878620 Conlact: Nockeen Herzer, Rushldeh Abdullib
Coninct: Anss Walker e % A5 Tﬂ:“"l‘:.hl
B e - ; P.0. Bax 1843, Manills, Philippines
85-A Ban Maya Seroct, Phibucilf Homet, Quesca Clty, Pilipions Contaci: Estrelta [Elly} Mandquis
FAX: (633) $50507 ; TEL: (i32) #3292
Cistilact: Filzabeth Repes-Mariines mm e
1515 IntermatbonalSantiago FAX: (1542 ﬁﬁmutklmhrﬂn % T
Ciadilla 2087, Corren Cemral |, Santlago, Olale. Ol o=
FAM: S62.490.271 ; TEL: S62-441-50 okl Walaalna, Eddah Gachukls
Cesinen: Inabel Ehsgue FEMPRESS
Canllls 16-537, Santiago 9, Chile
ey :m’“'“' ':“"'m‘_'“:_m et FAX: (543} 2025000 ; TEL: (56-3) 2322557
FAX: (809) 9264950 ; TEL! (B0 919.2457 Camilact; Adrisns Senta Crez, Yiviesa Eraso, Terenan Yaldovinoe
Cantact: Lana Finiin, Hilary Niceades Instituie for Women"s Stedies In the Arab Warld I:IWEAW:‘EEC]-
Beanit Univemity College, PO, Box 135153, Bainz, Lobann
i“:;::hﬂ““;:mm'ﬁ?“ Women's FAX: (212) $70-2762 ; TEL: (166-1) §11.96%
Costsct: Rends Aboul-Hows, Jsllnda Abi-
B.P, OF, Moumes, New Calodonia ¥ ] Nasr
FAX: (687) 26 2818 ; TEL: (6857) 26 2000 SISTERLINK
Contect: JIIF Emberson :'r"l'l"f-'ml'ﬂuﬂrllin. 121 Crooen’s Parsde. Clifion Hill
icinrs 3068, Amizndia
FAX: (255) $1.29047 ; TEL: (155) 51-20089 / 31141 Caninet: Pusny Undarwood

Cantact: Plil Mismbaliie

Women's Festure Service [WF5S]
47 Goll Linies, Mew Delhi, ndis

FAX: (221} 220042 ; TEL: {221} 210815
Contact: Gourd Salvl, Anlia Ansnd

%‘ _______________________________________

Tewr off and send to:  Anee Walker, IWTC Fax: (1) 61-2704 & Sandra Edwards, DAWN Far: (809 426. 7608

Yes! I/We wish to be included in the Women's Media Network,

WOMENET (Aka Daretobe Alert)
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THE DAWN
COMMUNICATION STRATEGY

Thl: workshop identified and analysed fowr very specilic
DAWN target andbences:

The DAWN Sicering Commitice &

Research Coordinniors

All materials should be sent to members of the Steering Commitios
and e Research Coondinators as 5000 as they become avallabbs 10
assist in their ongoing lobbying efforts.

Polley Decislon-Makers &

Inflocntinl Individoals

Specific wrgets shoold be govemmenis and global institutions such
ps the United Mations, the World Bank and the Intemational
Monetary Fund, as well as the mainstream media. Fact sheets and
bulleting were sten as appropriaic media, 1t was recognised that
persons in this targel group vaned from (he most conscious 10 the
least; from those wiho wene very sympatbetic about issues fcing
weornen 1o those who had no sympathies whatsoever. There wire
those who wouald ba ndarmed by, and act on, maicrals provided;
thase who would be swaved by one-to-ons interaction, and others
who would oaly be moved by mass action such as strikes, demon-
sarations snd boycolts.

The IAWN Malllng List
The DAWN mailing list, which contains owver 4,000 names, is in
dire noed of updating. The workshop recommended that the carrent

newsleiier be sent 1o everyone on the maling [kt as so0n as it
boecame avatlable, along with a simple subscription renewal Torm,
which participants wok time out o design The exercise shoald be
repeated with the workshop report (DAWN Informs 192), and
thereaficr, the mailing list cut 1o melude only thise who responded
by filling owt and returning the fom. Three issues of Dawn Informs
would still be pablished cach year, but only for the membership,
For the gencral sudicnce, i was felt thal DAWN should initise an
apxExte Mow of information that wouald kecp readers informed on a
e regolar hasie, Updaics could imelude extracis or edited ver-
sions of DAWN research snd analysis, news of mectings and
listings of available muterials a5 well as uselul contact addresses.

Women's Medln Networbs

Partcipants were uranimmes in their view that thes isspes of
DAWN Infosms & year could not adequately keep them and theie
constitpenchzs in touch with the DAWN rescarch and anylysis
They recommended o more constant flow of information i the
form of opdates, resource kits, research papers, chars, photo-
graphs, film, video snd sudio Lapes: mstenials that pre casy loaccess
and pEiss on,

Wiorkshop participants also idemtificd specilfic channsls for distrib-
uting the materials including mail, coaner services, via ndividuals
and E-Mall, It was recommended that DAWN investigate the
feasibility of wtilising the TNT Skypack service.

EAWN Research Coordinator, Rosina Wiltshire, who has special
regpansibality for research and analysis of environmental qocs-
tions, brought panicipants up-1o-date on the DAWN conceplual
framework, She emphasised individiasl livelihoods as the base
in the search for susiinable solutions o ghobal environmenial
problems, and within this congext, the paricularly important rolc
that grassroots women of the South had toplay. As one panicipant
ina DAWN mecting {May 20 - 24, Barbados) commented, " The
first environment is my body.™ In keeping with the nature of the
workshop, as Rosinnn spoke her points were tmnsdormed ino
colourful chars which everyone agreed  were uschual wols for
bmader dissemimation of the AWM research and analysis. This
led 1o a decision o create 8 DAWN Modia Kit on the Environ-
menl The kit is 50 include Rosinna's completed neseanch paper
and the following resources produced by participants charis,
audio taped interview with Rosina, and 8 phitograph of Rosina

iContaci the DAWN Secretarmal for cost and avaitability of the
entire kil andfor maserials from the kit

Creating a Dawn Media Kit

Clary shows e specificy af the ervirommental bac bl in the
Sl conlinend by condimenl,




Farticipasts (Cont'd from pg. 2

All the women"s medianstworks represenied are based in the South
with the exception of the Intermational Women's Tribune Centre,
which 4 locaied at the United Mations Plaza in Mew York.

The networks gathered regularly prodoce a wealth of material
including (mainly quarterly) pournals, news magazines and news
fetters: books, bookleis, and comics; posiers and posicards; re-
source kits, manuals and trainding resounces; occabional papers,
research reports and bibliographics: pews features and videos.

The facilities used 1o produce this formidable amay vamed widely
from the most basic (hands, pensfpencils, typewriier) o the most
modemn high-tech equipment (compeier, YCR, XROX), Distribu-
tion channels also vaned widsly from domestic and inkemational
madl and delivery services, car, ilephone and meetings and work-
shops, through Fax, modem, E-Mail and electronic wires.
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All participants were in need of upgraded facilices, but soems far
more than odhers. The groups that worked dincctly al grassrools
level tended 1o be most in need of high-tech facilitics, namely Fax
enachines, compuicrs and modems.  Money, training, exchanges
and extra st were needs across the board,
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