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Development Alternativas with Women for a New Era 

New Approaches v. Old Dogmas 
The issues al the up-conting United Nations International

Conference on Population and Development (ICPD) go far 
beyond those of contraceptives, abortion, population control or 
even reproductive health. Our report on PrepCom IIl (see page 
3) shows clearly that at stake is nothing less than women's
rights and tbe quality of women's lives. Tbe most fundamental
aspect of women's struggles - our right to bodily integrity - is
being undermined by a small group of states directed by the
Vatican, and the majority of govemments appear to offer little
resistance to this tyranny of the minority.

In this situation the women's movement acted as a powerful 
force - lhe only one to challengc the hegemony of the Vatican at 
the PrepCom and beyond. Wby is it that women's interests have 
become the target of these fundamentalist forces? Over the past 
10 years tbe women's movement has emerged as arguably the 
most significant movement to speak out on issues of social and 
economic justice. lt is thc women's movemen t that has 
challenged the hegemony of institutions like the church wbich 
claim to speak for human rigbts and justice, while taking 
positions lhal deny these basic rights to the majority of lhe 
world's population. And, it is a constituency of women's 
organizations tbat has developcd thc new framework on 
population and development tbrough an exhaustive and careful 
process of research and consultation. 

The Vatican and its supporters have sought to portray the
new approach to population as individualistic, dangerous, 

unetbical and focussed on the single issue of abortion (see page 
5) . But the fact is that the new framework is far more
comprehensive, inclusive, bolistic and etbical than the previous
one, which merely focussed on family planning and fertility
control.
The new framework of 'rigbts, bealth and empowerment',
speaks to the indivisibiJity of women's sexual and reproductive
health and rights and the link between these and women's
access to economic resources, livelibood and social services. It
identifies abortion as a public bealth issue and recommends
comprehensive reproductive bealtb services including
counselling, screening and prevention of sexuaUy transmilled
diseases and reproductive tract infections, and anti- and post
natal care. lt also calls for increased funding to programmes
aimed at reducing the bealth bazards associated with clandestine
abortion, and for research and accountability mecbanisms to
cnsure that women's healtb and lives are not placed in jeopardy
by programmes which are insensitive to their needs.

Wben the draft Plan of Action was debated at PrepCom III, 

almost ali references to the new framework were bracketed and 
these are the sections of text that the Vatican and its supporters 
are seeking lo bave removed under lbe guise that their foclusion 
makes tbe document 'unethical'. But, as tbe Cbairperson of 
PrepCom,IJI pointed out, the whole document is about ethics! 
lndeed, the Round Table on Ethics sponsored by tbe Columbia 
University Department of Intemational Law (New York, March 
1994), and attended by a number of feminists, was one of the 
highligbts of tbe severa) informal consultations initiated by the 
UN SecretariaL 
A nd, what of the Vatican's claim that the new approacb has 

Í""'\.been imposed by an imperialist feminist ideology from the 
Nortb? In truth, it is thanks largely to tbe efforts of women of 
tbe South and women of colour of the Nortb, tbat feminism in 
the 1990s stands not for individualism but for relationships, not 
for selfishness but for solidarity. Tbe ferninism reflccted in the 
draft document is about a deep concern for the Hves and weU
being of people, especially 'the poorest of the poor, the most 
powerless of the powerless'. It is a feminism wbich finds its 
roots not in New York or Toronto, London or Paris, but in tbe 
experiences of the most marginalized sectors of our societies -
in the slums of Calcutta and the barrios of Brazil, in tbe 
maquiladoras of Mexico, in the brothels of Bangkok, and in the 
toxic dumps of Manila - and in women's researcb centres and 
organizations throughout the Soutb. 

DA WN has contributed significantJy to the analysis wbich 
has led to the emergence of tbis ncw framework (see pages 6, 7 
& 11). This analysis examines rtproductive rights and bealth, 
population and development in a more strucrural, more bolistic 
and more polilical way. It emphasizes tbe link bctween 
increasing poverty, macro-economic policies of structural 
adjustment, decreasing public investment in social services and 
tbe deterioration in bealth, education, welfare and human well
bei.ng everywbere. 

W
omen must continue to stand united, as tbey were at
PrepCom IIl, to resist tbese attempts to send tbem back 

into tbe kitcbens - barefoot, iUiterate and pregnant - so that tbe 
forces of oppression can continue uncballenged. 

We must not be silcnced by the name-calling and the slurs to 
our character. 

We must continue to assert our claims as responsible, 
relational and rational human beings seeking a more just and 
humane world for ourselves, our cbildren, our families, our 
communities, our countries, our world. 
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Building a Platform from Local to Global 
Witb the finalization of tbe DAWN íCPD Pla tform,

Population and Reproductive Rights: Feminist 
Perspectives from the South, a research framework involving 
bundreds of women worldwide has reached successful 
completion. And, because of its broad and deruocratic nature, the 
process will bave already contributed to tbe development of 
insights tbat will give ali those involved the cutting edge in 
contributions to the Cairo discourse. 

Conducted over the past three years, the DA WN research 

project on Reproductive Rights and Population has combined 
ongoing field work in the fonn of regional workshops, with 
international panels, the building of linkages with global 
networks and the publication and dissemination of enabling 
literature. In this process the DA WN analysis has been used to 
build a bridge from the local to the global. 

Sorne 150 women from over 50 countries of tbe South took 
part in DAWN's regional meetings in the Pacific, Asia, Latín 
America, lhe Caribbean and Africa. Tbey comprised 
researchers, activists, population professionals and development 
workers, from NGOs and governments, grassroots groups, 
universitics, and development agencies. Each brougbt her 
experiences to add ricbness to tbe DA WN critique, and at the 
same time each was able to review her own activities within the 
context of Lhe holistic frarnework for developmenr lhat DA WN 
promotes. For the majority of tbe women who gatbcred at the DA WN

regional meeting in the Pacific (Fiji, Dccember 1-14, 1992), 
it was thcir first encounter with DAWN and tbe issues outlined, 
'but nonetheless, participation was excellent' according to tbe 
final rcport. In tbe Asia meeting, contributions carne in tbe forro 
of films, testimonies representing grassroots organizations and 
papers on issues confronting women in Korea, Pakistan, 
Indonesia, Vietnam, Sri Lanka, India, and thc Philippincs. 

Tbe Latín Arnerica discussions were rnarked by tbe active 
participation of women from tbe Englisb-speaking Caribbean, 
reports on national meelings in Uruguay, Argentina, Peru and 
Colombia; case studies frorn Mexico, Brazil, Argentina and thc 
Caribbean; and the analysis of consensual documents produced 
by women's NGOs. 

Tbe Caribbean meeting brought togetber women from ali the 
language areas of tbe region - English, Dutch, Spanish and 
French. Participants from Nigeria, Kenya, Cameroon, Soutb 
Africa, Ethiopia and Zimbabwe at the Africa meeting rated the 
discussions higbly, exprcssing particular appreciation for the 
opportunity to cxchangc experiences wilb tbciI counterparts in 
other countries. 

At tbese rneetings issue-focus varied widely. For examplc, tbe 
focus of the Pacific women was on m.ilitarisrn, colonialism, and 
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tbeir effects on tbe environment; concems in Asia were marked 

by tbe diverse contexts - population policies are predominantly 

anti-natal, bul Malaysia and Singapore follow pro-natal policies 

and lhe Philippines is characterized by botb depending on which 

government is in power, while in Víetnam anti-natal policics are 

in disarray because of the transition from a socialist to a markct

oriented economy; a major reproductive rights issue in India is 

thc rise of religious fundamcntalism, wbile in Singapore it is 

lack of sex education. 

The Latín America agenda included Human Rights, 
Demograpby, Sexual and Reproductive Health and 

Development which, according to the report, were seen from 

different yet complimentary points of view. In tbe Caribbean, 

problems ranged from teenage pregnancy, the impact of 

migration, abortion as a fonn of resistancc, and scxuality as tbe 
centre of women's oppression; in Africa, themes ranged from 

suspicions of racism associated witb population control 
measures, tbe growing impact of .IDV/AIDS, tbe diversity of tbc 

African family, and tbe impact of war. 

Wbat emerged was the leve) of cultural and politicaJ diversity 
in the area of reproductivc rights/bealth and population, and 
tberefore tbe need for revision and clarification of traditional 

concepts. Participants also proposed and assisted witb various 
foUow-up actions, such as identification of arcas tbat needed 

additional infonnation and rescarchcrs to assist tbe process, and 

production, translation and dissemination of the numerous 

papers presented. 

Lobbying efforts coming out of tbe mcetings included a letter 

to ICPD president and director of UNFPA, Dr Nafis Sadik, 

calling on her to ensure tbe continued and full participation of 

tbe women's beaJtb movement in tbe preparatory process and in 

Cairo itself. Media coverage of tbe events impacted on national 

mobilization efforts and bighlighted DA WN and its activities. 

F
or tbe DA WN network, tbe process of building tbe Platform

for ICPD has strengtbened its regional bases and produced 

fruitful partnersbips with severa) global networks active in tbe 

area of population: tbe Global Network on Reproductive Rights, 

tbe Latín American Women's Healtb Network (!SIS), the Hunter 

College Reproductive Rights Researcb Programmc, tbe Brazil 
National Reproductive Rights Network, PRODIR/Findacao 

Carlos Chagas, tbe Boston Women's Healtb Book Collective, 
WEMOS, and ISS/Den Hague. 

All these developments auger well for Cairo but also for the 

important strategizing efforts tbat will be required post-Cairo on 

tbe road to Copenhagen and Beijing. 
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