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The Paris Declaration on Aid Effectiveness:
[ L] W L]
New aid modalities and their implications for gender equality
Excerpis from a Report by Mariama Williams of DAWNAGTN to the NGO
Forumn - Commonwealth Foundarion, Eighth Commonwealth Women's
Affairs Mintsters Meeting, Kampala, Uganda, June, 10, 2007, The full
report which links aid reform, trade liberalizationtrade reform and

emerging formalized coherence between the IFIs, and the World Trade
Organization, can be accessed on the DAWN website

ince the 1980s, there have been widespread criticisms of

simuctural adjostment programs, the premier form of multilateral

development assistance flow. This combined with
disenchantment with the lackluster performance of traditional bilateral
aid flows led to the search for a new appealing framework for
mtemational developmental assistance. Such a framework, and its
resulting operational mechanisms and processes. is now constituted
under the auspice of the Paris Declaration on Aid Effectiveness.

The Pans Declaration of 2005 is the umbrella that pulls together a
number of elements in the process since the late 1990s into one
consolidating new architecture on development financing.
Implementation of the Paris Declaration is closely linked and attuned 10
the successiul achievement of the Millennium Development Goals,
which, grounded in the framework of poverty reduction, has become
something of a blueprint or a sort of "international development plan’ in
the present global political economy. The singular appeal of the Paris
Declaration-MDG nexus is the focus on poverty reduction in the
context of aid harmonization and alignment among donors and between
donors and developing country paniner governments.

Poverty reduction as the sime gua nmon of development, or as
‘development’, raises a number of fundamental issues, conceptual,
operational and political. But the most pressing issues from the point of
view of gender equality would seem to be threefold: 1) What are the
likely impacts of the implementation of the Paris Declaration on the
process of economic development, including the issues of democracy
and participation? 2) How will it impact the financing of both targeted
and non-targeted gender equality interventions designed to promode the
overall economic and social empowerment of women, and, 3) What
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rale can civil society play in ensuring that the
mmplementation of fhe Pans Declaration
scrves the interests of gender equality,
development and democracy?

In order to answer these questions it is
important o first have a clear understanding
of the conceprual and operational framewaork
of the new aid architecture that is nested under
the Panis Declaration. Secondly, it is
necessiary o examine the specific new
madalines of aid, in the context of modalities
of development, to see what opporiunities,
challenges and constraints they pose for the
tssues that are enitical 1o gender equality and
WOIIEN's empowerment.

The new aid architecture: Conceptual and
operational frameworks

The conceptual framework undcrpinnln;:, the
Paris Declaration has developed over time, in
response to a set of priorilics peass——"
that emerged out of the B
Failing expenience of the old ¥
aid regime. That aid regime,
set in place since the carly |
post war period, reached its |8
zenith in the mid to late |5
1970s” and began a slow and |8
somctimes acrimonious
deseent in the mid 1w late
1980, In 1991-92, ODA
was 360 billion and had §
reached its high water mark; |
after that it fell by 30%. B
Since the 20008 there have [
been consistent efforts 1o
mcrease aid flow resulting in a record high
flow of $106.8 billion from OECD-DAC
members in 2005 (OECD-DAC 'Final QDA
data for 2005'). Unlorunately, much of the
increase in ODA flow was due to financing
the war on terror and security related issues
from Afghanistan to Iraq as well as the
tsunami in South East Asia. This rising aid
Mow has been associated with emerging
emphasis on new md elements and new
architecture for mid.

-

The new regime had to fulfill an least four
explicit needs or prionty arcas. First, the new
awd architecture attempts to present a coherent
framework for dealing with the issues of aid
fragmentation and the high transactions costs
of the old donor managed project-driven
regime.” Second, the new architecture would
seem 1o have mechanisms (or modalities) that
seek to exert significant control and a high
degree of accountability between donors and
recipient (now partner) governments. This
accountability process seems geared o avoid
the unattractive confrontations surrounding the |
condiionalities of the previous cra. These
conditionalities, particularly those associated
with the IMF and the World Bank Structural
Adjustment Programmes, had gencrated a high
level of resentment and confestations over
national sovereignty, democracy and
governance. More importantly, SAPs and the
associated conditonalities resulted in high
economic, ecological and social costs
- developing couniries
4 (Klingelbeil etal 2005:4).

) 5 @ consequence,
: the new or revised
| control lever of the

new aid modalities had to be
such that it would enable
¢ donors to somewhat relax
i their gnp on the Official
. Development Assistance
. (ODA) process. encournge
'~ their citizens out of the aid
¢ fatigue, which had come o
engulf many taxpayvers m
some OECD countries, and
generate a senseé of good faith among citizens
and govemments in partner countries. At the
same time, donors needed a process o manage
their fiduciary responsibility 1o their citizens
by ensuring sufficient participation in the
dishursement and monitoring of ODA Mows.

Third, the new aid architecture had to enable
the achievement of poverty reduction, within
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the context of the framework already in place
for managing the international debt problems
set in place in the international political
cconomy since the emergence of the debt
cnsis. And, fourth it had to enable the growth
and development, over time, of mechanisms
that would allow for developing country
economies to have maximum absorption of the
. projected new aid Nows.

Needless to say, these needs and prionties
engendered much academic and policy debates
around the issue of the problematic
relationship between official development
assistance and development. In the policy and
academic literature, this became part of the
ongoing debate on the effectiveness of aid and
the link between aid, growth and poverty. At
the policy level, individual donor government
such as the UK, on their own, began
introducing and experimenting with different
aid delivery mechanisms in their ODA
strategies. So that by the end of the 19905, there
were clearly identifiable elements indicative of
ashift towards a new aid paradigm.

Conceptual framework
The conceptual foundation of the emerging aid
regime was articulated in number of
documents, frameworks and programs by the
late 1990s. These foundational pillars include a
1996 OECD paper ('Shaping the 21" Century’),
the Comprehensive Development Framework
(CDF), the Poverty T

Reduction Strategy  Papers
(PRSPs, World Bank) and |
Poverty Reduction Growth
Facility (PRGF, IMF) which
under gird the Heavily
Indebted Poor Countries
(HIPC) initiative and the
Millennium  Declaration  of |
2000, :

Ultimately, the World Bank's {ise
Comprehensive [imied
Development Framework &

(CDF) was the conceptual frame for seinng
benchmarks for the development of policy
dialopue which presently under girds the Pans
Declaration. The PRSP eventually became the
model for the operation of new multlateral aid
Mows. In 2000, the Millenniam  Summml,
articulated the MDG goals and ser targets for
achieving the eight MDG goals, Then i 2001,
the September 11" attack on the United States
led to the introduction of another kind of
element into the framework: security as a key
variable in development financing (as distinet
from the broader approach of human secunty
under discusszion in the United Nations i the
1990s). Building on these different elements.
the high level forum on aid (the Rome Forum,
2003} crafted and combined these elements
into the recipe for a new aid architecture. This
was further concretized by the Marmakech
Roundtable on Managing for Development
Results (February 2004). These principles and
action strategics were affirmed and packaged
into’ the Paris 2005 Declaration on  aid
effectiveness.” The Paris Declaration
cemented the hitherto disparate elements and
multi-florous consensuses [(from the
Millenmum Declaration, to the Monterrey
Consensus, 1o the Rome Forum) under one
clearly defined architecture based on the
pranciples of harmomization and alignment-in
search of aid effectiveness and poventy
reduction.

According to Tan (20035), the conceptual
underpinnings of the
new aid architecture rest
on three planks:1)
poverty reduction, 2)
country ownership of
developiment  prioritics
and 3) strategics and
participation of
stakeholders in national
planning processcs.
Poverty reduction
underscores the new
development ethos of
d the International
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Financial Institutions (IFls) such as the
International Monetary Fund and the World
Bank and the MDGs. This had been in place
through the poverty reduction strategy papers
i highly indebted developing countries
(HIPC) as well as in national powverty
reduction programs in other developed
countries. Today, the focus is on achicving the
MG targets by 201 5

The Pans Declaration, itself, is based on
principles, commitments, indicators and
associated targets, mechanisms and
mstruments to improve aid effectiveness as
well as eriteria to promote harmonization and
alignment in the context of developing
country pariners exercising ownership of
national development policies and strategies.
Harmonization and alignment are linked to
programmatic approaches which are result -
based. Harmonization, in principle, is
expected to weigh more heavily among
donors {multilateral, bilateral development
institutions including the World Bank and the
International Monetary Fund). These donors
are commutled to coordinate and harmonise
their programs and policies in order o
improve the cffectiveness of development
assistance towards meeting the MDG goals.
Donors are also expected to seek to 'simphify
and harmonise requirements,
documentation, reviews and reporting, ...and
streamline conditionalities'. _
Eventually, overtime there will also |
occur harmonization hetwetn |
‘donors’ and 'partners’ around public |}
financial management,” fiscal
discipline and the efficient allocation |
of resources to priority areas, 'p
environmental policies and |
procedures,

' lignment is in reference to
the coordination of donor
policies and procedures

with national development prioritics Fefey

and systems including budget,

program and project planning cycles, public
expenditure and financial management
systems. This is all meant to occur within the
contextof demand-driven technical cooperation
and 'proper macroeconomic management’.

Country ownership of development is an
attempt to deal with the criticisms of the
structural adjustment programme era in which
aid fAlows and conditionalities imposed donors’
and IFls' priorities on developing countrics
without regard for those countries’ nationally
determined social and development priorities.
Strategies for the participation of stakeholders
15 meant to take care of two birds in one step: 1)
it seeks to address the issue of the democratic
deficit in the management of aid flows, and. 2} 1t
also cemented a process for donors to safeguard
their vested interests in the formulation and
implementation of wide ranging domestic
policies that impacted direetly and indirectly the
aid stream.,

In order for the new architecture to work well i
needed an operational framework with
strategies, tactics and a versatile tool kit that will
ensure the successful achievement of the
different priorities and needs ariiculated within
the scope of the conceprual framework,

Operational framework

he operational framework of the ail
effectiveness regime consisis of
mechamsms and instruments designed
to improve effectiveness as
¢ well as strategies and f

tactics to promote
harmonization and
alignment. The blueprint
for the sirategic
| interventions  enabled in
the operational framework
was set n the laie 1990s
. with the Poverty Reduction
| Strategy Papers (PRSPs)
- and the Poverty Reduction
. Strategy Credit (PRSC).
| The straicgies are
a seemingly twofold: 1)

Tir mesl page
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scale up aid and 2) suppdnt the absorption of
merease aid flows in support of poverty
alleviation. Under the new framework of
harmonization and alignment for aid
effectiveness, other tactical interventions

include a process p=
towards the registration |

of official development §51
assistance (ODA),
increasing de- |8
. centralization of |
decision-making at the |
local offices of donor, B
that would be more
sensitized to local B
conditions, and increase
harmonization of
procurement rules. |
However, the main tool 25

kit consists of a mix of

raditional approaches, primarily project-
hased tied ad. that are expected o be
progressively phased out, and a set of tools
focused on programmatic and budget- based
untied support, the harbinger of a class of so0-
called new aid modalities.

New modalities -

The new modalitics of aid can be divided into
two broad strands: a) programme ad (for
example. food aid) and, b) financial
programme. aid which includes direct budget
support (DBS) and  balance of payment
support such as debt relief and import support
(IDD report 2005). Today, according to Tan
(2003), there are at least five ‘new’ modalities
associated with the management of
development financing. These aid modalities
are: General budget support (GBS includes
PRSCs), 2) sector-wide approach (SWAPs),
3} multilateralised policy assessment-based
financing, such as PRSPs, 4) Community
Driven Development projects (CDD) and 5)
Output-based Aid (OBA). Modalities 1, 2 and
3 are strongly associated with programme aid
or program lending. Tan argues that these
maodalities are indicative of the trend towards

‘policy coherence’ at both the donor and country
level. At the donor level the aim is to avoid the
duplication of funded projecis and programs as
well as minimize transactions costs for pariner
countries. At the country level, the aim is to
engender

Ernﬂﬁ-—m‘:clural Assessmenits.
1 Modalhities 4 and 5 are
+ | focused on reinforcing the
| process of privatisation and
dde-ceniralisation,
especially with regard 1o
| the provision of essential
i ‘ | public services | Tan 2005),

There is some confusion
A | about the newness of the
modalities. Some
modalities such as sector-
| wide and social funds type

) mechanisms have been in
use in development aid
financing for some time now, possibly starting
with early 199405 and before that™, What is new
in the current framework is the linking of
individual project support within the
framework of policy dialogue-based
programmatic policy reform. Budget support
has been used in development assistance for
over twenty years. They were pant and parcel of
SAPs but have become more pervasive in
bilateral aid flow, especially those onginating
from the European Union. Community
development and output-based assessments are
mechanisms that facilitate the by-passing of
central govermment. Funds are transferred
directly to community groups, the private sector
and intemational consortia.

Today, these and other newly emerging
modalities co-exist with the dominant
tradiional forms of project aid. As noted by
many aid watchers, there is a systematic
tendency to complement project aid with
allocated budget aid or programme aid and
global budget aid, all in the context of
promoting good governance and good
macrocconomic fundamentals along the lines
of the neo-liberal agenda and structural

To mext page
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adjustment framework. This should not be
surprising as many of these instruments have
their roots in the international debt
management strategies utilized by Pans Club,
the IMF and the Bank, especially under the
HIPC mitative of 19%6. Starting with the
PRSP/PRSC, which streamlined and
strengthened the use of conditionality, most
of the so-called new modalities have the seal
of approval of the IMF, and the mdelible
fingerprint of the World
Bank.

While these ‘new' ad
muodalities and the
framevwork i which they
arc opcrationalised are
focusing on increasing the
effectiveness of aid.
nonetheless they must
mteract with and influence
the overall context of |
economic development and
the development
trajectonies of poor, low and middle income
developing countries. As specific
mechanisms and approaches for disbursing
ail. they individually and jointly impact
developmental prioritics and choices and
hence have implications for the long term
growth dynamics of developing countries.
Independent of their technical applications,
these mechanisms are not technically neutral
as they are deploved in a complex framework
that is suffused with the underlying politics of
development including the issues of
redefinition of development, development
priontics and development modalities. As
such, these aid modalities can be
systematically characterized and assessed in
terms of their potential impacts on economic
and social development, gender equality and
women's empowerment, democracy and
participation.

The rest of this paper considers the impacts of
new aid modalities on gender equality and
WoImen's cmpowerment.

Mew aid modalities: Gender and social
equality considerations
It cannot be automatically assumed thot
donors' concerns with good governance and
financial accountability will have a benign
mmpact on social goods and gender equality. In
fact, the new modalities, in and of themselves,
are not gender-neutral or socially friendly, and
have to be en-gendered. There are two specific
issues here, The first is the extent to which new
maodalitics enable the provision of affordable
and good quality public
8 services in the forms of
essential services such as
health, edecation. access [0
water, energy and sanitation.
i These issues directly impact
4 on issue of women's social
and economic empowerment
and have gender cquality
mnpacts. Then there is the
issue of targeted gender
| cquality interventions and the
extent to which the new
modalites can be used to
increase financing of these interventions.

Tan (2005} provides quite a through
assessment of the impacts of new mid
modalities on essential public services. First,
she notes the high dependence on public
services financing on aid flows in poor and low
income countries.” Secondly, she argues tha
aid modahties such as GBS, SWAPs,
community-drniven development and output-
based assessment have contradictory effects
on the delivery of public services to the poor.
In the first case, the content of policy dialogue
underlying both mechanisms is focused on
privatization of services such as water and
health care. These measures are expected 0
improve and increase the delivery of health
care to the poor. However, the histoncal
experience with such efforts under SAPs
shows that they 1end to result in the imposition
of cost recovery or user fees for long terms
sustainability which may make such service

To next page
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less available 1o the poor. The World Bank
2003 notes the "failure of markets in providing
public services (WDR 2003}, Secondly, these
mechanisms tend to preclude comprehensive
national strategy for universal access as well
as prevent cross-sectoral subsidy as would be
m the case in national budgets.

iven the central importance of access

to public services for women's health

and morbidity as well as their social
reproduction work, it is clear that gender
advocates need to be proactive about
developing assessment tools and mstrunents
for increasing the gender-sensitive
development outcomes in the framework of
the new hanmonization regime.

It is clear that there are inherent dangers of
shrinking space and under-represented volces
i the consohdation of aid through
mechanisms of direct general budget support
and SWAPs. But there is also scope for
creatively introducing mechanisms to
promde gender  equality
outcomes. These range 8
from ensuring gender
machinery and, or gender
expertise that are available
in adviserial and
monitoring capacity to the
various harmonization
| implementation  vehicles
n countries. There should
also be advocacy on
sector-wide allocation for
targeted gender equality
interventions. Many such

and continued wvisibility of gender equaliy
work in the various national instruments
created to foster the implementation of the new
aid regime. For example, in Kenya a
Harmonization, Alignment and Coordination
(HAC) group compnsing donors and the
government was created to produce a Jont
Assistance Strategy. The JAS could
potentially replace individual agencies.
including the national women’s machinery,
thereby leading to a reduction of the voice of
women in the formulation of aid strategies and
plans. As a result, gender advocates must work
proactively to ensure the attachment of a
gender adviser to the HAC. This example from
Kenva 15 likely to be repeated in many other
countries. Elsewhere, in the Commonwealth,
gender advocates hove argued for gender
cquality issues 1o be maintained through
basket funds such as a 'gender govemance
programme basket fund' (also in Kenya). In
Ghana, a working group. the Gender Equality
Standing Team is to spearhead the efforts 1o
harmomze and approach to gender equality
(UNIFEM 2006a).

Community Driven
& Development .
g4 In the case ol

o Community Driven
: Development (CDD),
8 which are really
sophisticated forms of
social funds, pervasive
under SAPs m Latin
America and rthe
Caribbean in the 1U80s,
they can in fact
- undermine national

cxamples may arise in
other Commonwealth countries,

Crender advocates in Kenya, a country where
the government has a preference for direct
budget support, have argued that there is a
shrinkimg of the spaces for gender equality.
Thus, gender advocates in Kenya, as
clsewhere in the Commonwealth, will need to
work hard to ensure the voice. representation

budget plannimg. This is
because CDD would prevent the state from
exercising a redistnbution policy (Tan 2003).
In prnciple. CDD type activities shift aid 1o
local government, the community and the
private sectors. But, it may also block cross-
scctoral subsidy in pational budgetary
planning. The advantage is that with funds

To neat page
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provided directly to communities and private
orgranisations and corporations, ideally,
citizens get to decide on what to fund. But the
tension here is in terms of inadequate or no
gender sensitization to ensure that
interventions are targeted o promote gender
equality and to support social reproduction
and not just enhance market activities.

infrastructural projects, schools, water
delivery, road and electricity. It differs from
traditional project aid in that funds are now
disbursed on the completion of project (in the
context of performance criteria). OBA presents
a number of social equity issues. The services
are generally delivered outside of the ambit of
government so there is no guamantee of
consistency of service, quality of service and
no provision for universal access. So, like

CDD, OBA rmses similar

CDD poses two important |
limitations for sustainable |
services delivery to the |8

poor:
®  First, it can undermine
the capacity of the state | Wom

to plan and implement :.. howeh OBA ca

long term program e ¥

service delivery, ol
* Second, it is generally | P Al e
associated with the EWIRECHiGE

| issues of sustainability and
.| imposition of cosl
aey | recovery fee which may
. | have differential impact on

| men and women and
lasses. So | different classes. So
utributeto | though OBA can help to
'_. contribuie to the up scaling

i€ | ofpublic infrastructure and
sl increased public
AR investment, it is difficult to

imposition of cost

recovery and user fees in order to ensure
medium and long-term  sustainability
when the initial sources of foreign aid nins
out.

*  Third, there is no guarantee of universal
coverage as would be with national
planning and budgetary process. The
World Bank, itself has recognized the
hidden dangers of CDD. It wams that
there are ‘dangers associated with direct
financing of frontline service providers
and by-passing the central government, as
partner governmental policy makers lose
control of the expenditure. The OED of
the World Bank also noted that in 2002,
only 43% of social funds were
sustainable. Most were over reliant on aid.

Output-Based Aid

Like s sister modalities, GBS, SWAPs, CDD,
output-based aid (OBA) financing also has
advantages and draw-backs in terms of social
and gender equality. In general, OBA, is the
preferred mechanisms in cases of large

assess how il actual does

tend to require large scale financing and

actors with deep pockets to undertake the
needed upfront financing of these activities.
The disbursement lag between expenditures
on OBA type activiiecs may make such
activities prohibitive to small scale
producers/vendors." This may engender a
process of sub contracting to large firms (likely
foreign firms), which may displace local
service suppliers and/or block the growth of
such providers in the long run.’. This may be
especially the case for women-owned small
and micro businesses. With the night
conditions, and with support for capitalization,
training and upgrading, and the possibility of
participating in joint venture opportunitics, -
local micro and small service providers could
evolve into capable service providers in the

In general, OBA supported-type activitics

To nest page
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OBAs expheitly includes such gender and
other consideration this will not likely oceur.

n sum, a5 noted in the introduction to this
section, the new modalitics are not
inherently  social or gender equality
! Inendly. General budget support, sector-wide
approaches are quite apgregative and will
require creative forms of intervention in
order to make them gender-sensitive and
empowening tools for gender equality and
women's empowerment. In theory,
modahties such as community driven
development (CDD) and output-based
assessment (OBA) are more likely to be
sensitive and open to the integration of social
and gender equality concerns. But even this
cannot be readily assumed. Hence, gender
equality considerations must be explicitly
built into OBA and CDD type activities. Such
activities should include targeted gender
equality interventions such as the provision
of goods, services and infrastructure, that
improve outcomes for women and girls.
These include MDG3 specific programs
dedicated to gender mainstreaming activitics
such as gender training and gender focal
points in sector ministries. Examples of non-
targeted pender equality interventions are the
construction of feeder and rural roads, health
I ' chimcs and water services.”

Embedding gender and
social considerations  into
the new aid modalities and
making surc that these
become critical cornerstones
in thinking about aid
effectiveness and aid
absorption will require
highly organized advocacy
and lobbying on the part of

local economy. But unless the framework of

gender advocates and civil society. This
advocacy has to be both deeply sectoral (issue)
and cross-sectoral and grounded in wider
struggle to promote and deepen the
participation of the poor and marginalised.
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Human Rights Council:
Opportunity to introduce feminist perspective to humano rights agenda

Angela Collet’

ince March, DAWN has been following

the Human Rights Council (HRC) more

systematically. The Council has met in
1% sessions since it was established i March
2006, DAWN and other civil society
organizations committed to integrating gender
related matters within the Human Rights
agenda have been advocating 1o ensure that
women's human rights and a gender
perspective are regularly integrated
throughout the Council's work.,

From Commission of Human Rights o
Fluman Rights Council: One-year review
JIFOCESS

UN Cieneral Assembly resolution 60/251
established the Human Rights Council, at a
hagher level within the UN structure then the
former Commisgion (the Council is under the
UN General Assembly; the Commission was
under the ECOS0C). Although most of the
UN member states voled for the HRC
resolution, the fact that key

session, the HRC institution building
*package” (HRC Res, 5/1) was approved by
the Council, following much discussion and
negotiation. As a result of an intense advocacy
ofvarious NGOs, the final text included a clear
call for guarantecing gender balance in the
diverse mechanisms of the Council e.g.inthe
selection and appointment of mandate-
holders, in elections and in the constitution of
working groups (on Situations and
Communication) and the introduction of a
“gender perspective” as one of the Principals
ofthe Council's agenda.

Universal Periodic Review (UPR)

GA Res. 600251, also decided that the Council
shall “undertake a universal periodic review,
based on objective and reliable information, of
the fulfillment by each state of its human nghts
obligations and commitments (...}, The UPR
process has already started. The countries and

criteria were selected and

countrics, such as the United
States, voled aganst the
adoption of the Council still
represents a challenge in |
terms of establishing the §
Council as a fully legitimate |
international sphere of [
democratic debate and
neEoliation.

Imstitution building process
On June 19° at 1:00 am on
the very last day of the 5°*

defined during the first pan
of the 6" session (October,
2007y and the first UPR
sessions will take place in
2008, Given that Resolution
5/1 calls for an active
engagement of NGOs in the
| UPR mechanism - it states
| that the UPR shall “ensure
the participation of all
relevant stakeholders,
B i ncluding non-
N : gavernmenial organizations

" T 2000 pevcarch sxakani st the Sevmality Pobioy Watch seenctaria, DA N panter for the foflew up of tha Human Righis Council
| e o s MO0 are: ARC -ImermationalSwitacdland-Consle; Conter o Women's Gl Loaderdhy; bracr ional Allissce of Women: Soval

Righis Initative {imbcpraied by Crenting Roseurces for I

A 10 ActionUREA. Indis; INCRESEMNapona; Women's Intbuives ke Cacnaler
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and national human rights instifutions ™ -
nationgl NGOs should seize this opportunity
tor bring to light their concerns about national
public policies and local realities, by sending
reports to the Council, assessing the situation
of their countries. For the list of countries and
timetable for their UPR sessions, see website:
hitp:Swww.ohehr.org/english/bodies hreoun

Special procedures: Opportunities fo
intredduce feminist analysis in the council’s
Werk. ..

A key mechanism of the HRC is the system of
'special procedures’, the name given to the
mechanisms established by the Commission
on Human Rights and
assumed by the Human |
Rights Council 1o address
cither specific country |
situations or thematic
1ssues. At the present time, §
there arc 28 thematic |
mandates, which include |5
crucial areas for gender |
justice and equality. |
Mevertheless, by scanning §
the reports presented this |
vear in the HRC though a g
“wender lens™, it's clear that |
only a few substantively
, include a gender analysis. The great majority
still lack an assessment of how gender
I mequalities affect the issues in question.
Another problem that can be observed by
reading these repornts, is that, most of the time
women are seen and dealt with through a
rather simplistic “victimization™ approach,
which doesn't properly take into account the
complexity and specificities of their local
seitings, nor the role of agency, autonomy and
empowerment in their lives and actions.

Panel mainstreaming a gender perspective
in the work of the Human Rights Council

Giiven the clear lack of understanding about
gender and women's human rights (their

differences and possible application within the
HRC work), a group of NGOs wrote a letter o
Mr. Costea, President of the HRC, requesting,
among other things, that the Couneil hold rwo
substantive thematic discussions, one on
gender perspective and another on the human
rights of women. It was with great appreciation
that we learned that the President had decided
1o schedule a panel discussion about gender for
the first part of the sixth session, which took
place in October, 2007, As a result of a
coordinated effort of diverse NGOs and other
actors similarly engaged in introducing this
topic in the work of the Council (including
some states, the Office of the UN High
Commissioner for Human Rights. and the HRC
President's office) the Council held a very
productive and interactive Panel on

'‘Maingireaming a  Gender

Perspective in the Work of
the Human Rights Couneil,
on September 20and 21,

he discussion ammed
to create space for the
newly formed

Human Rights Council o
reflect on lessons leamed
| from the former commission
ol and discuss ways of
4 integrating gender
o throughout its work, It was
the first time the Council had

held a panel of this kind
(with an open discussion
format and having an NGO representative as
part of the panel). Charlone Bunch. director of
the Centre for Women's Global Leadership.
represented well the ideas and positions of the
NGO group. Civil society organizations also
made their voices heard by reading statements
during the general debate. To accommodate the
large number of states and civil society
organizations interested in contributing to the
debate, the panel, which was initially scheduled
to last 3 hours (3-6pm on September 201,) was
extended to the following moming (10am-
Ipm. September 21).

The panel session managed to sustain a igh

T next page
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level discussion, from beginning to end. The
patnelists where very clear in their expositions
and managed to lay a good foundation for the
discussion that followed. The moderator,
Maria Nzomo ( Permanent Representative of
kenya o the United Nations Office/Geneva).
miroduced the discussion by stating that
despite the fact that gender and pender
mainsireaming are “old” concepts.
sometimes they are still misundersiood. She
highlighted that “gender” was not just about
“women”, but about social relations between
men and women, boys and girls. indeed, the
whaole of humanity. She called on the
Council, wn this present carly stage of
developing 1ts work, to integrate pender
concerns and the rights of all in a manner that
is equitable and just, (LN Press release -
Human Rights Council - Sept 20th 2007}

Radhika Cosmaraswamy, Special
Representative of the Secretary-General for
Children and Armed Conflict, called
attenbon o pursuing a balance between the
need to mamstreaming gender issues nto the
whole system and keeping the focus on
specific issues. She pointed out vielence

* against women as a core theme related to
gender but, at the same time, reminded us of
other arcas of concern which should also be
brought into the picture, such as women and
girls i armed conflict situations; improved
economic and social rights of
women: and greater |
recognition of reproductive
rights. (Ibid)

Kvingwha Kang., United
Nations Deputy High
Commissioner for. Human
Rights, siated that integrating
women's rights and the gender
dimension into the work of the
Office of the High
Commissioner for Human
Rights (OHCHR) was a key priority for the
High Commissioner and the OHCHR. For
her. this was particularly important as the

Council had finalized its institution-building
exercise and embarked upon its next phase
with much promise for strengthening the
universality of human rights. With a new unit
on women's rights and gender issues, OHCHR
greatly looked forward 1o assisting in this
endeavour. (1bid)

Milaon  Kothari, Special Rapporteur on
adequate housing as a component of the right
to an adequate standard of living, stressed that
applying gender perspectives did not simply
imply focusing on women and girls, but, rather.
to particularly examine situations where
women, mrls, men or boys experienced
specific issues with respect to the enjovment of
their human rights on the basis of gender. He
said that in working on his own mandate, he
had found that a gender perspective was
eriical to a comprehensive understanding of
the right to adequate housing and land. (ibid)

harlotte  Bunch, recalled that this

discussion was not an  academic

exercise. that gender integration into
human rights work could have a significant
impact on the life and death of women and girls
everyday in every part of the world. Moreover,
she said that the effort to achieve umiversal
access to the enjoyment of human rights by all
required a consideration of the diversity of
experiences that make up our lives. She
highlighted that the Human Rights Council, as
the United Mations' premier human rights
body. was in an
unparalleled position 1o
address this both by
building on the previous
suceess of addressing
gender and women's
experience within the
Confmission, and by
continuing to rectufy a
history of shortcomings
regarding gender as well,
{ibid)

During the general debate, which followed the
To next page
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Pancl, states, NGOs and observers made
numercus remarks. The great majority
weleomed the discussion. Some of the
questions related to how Special Procedures
might systematize gender perspectives in
their work and/or how progress in gender
equality issues might be monitored in the
reporting for the Universal Penadic Review
process. DAWN and others partner NGOs',
delivered a statement (read by Joana Chagas,
DT 2003, who attended the 6° session as a
representative of the Youth Coalition) which
welcomed the references made by the
panchsts and states 0 an
intersectional approach, §
implying that a gender §
perspective  also  requires
examining the intersection
of multiple forms of
incqualities and
discrimamation.

Chilean Reselution I
Another highlight of the last
session was the discussion
around a resolution tabled
by Chile - entitled fnregrating the human
rights of women and a gender perspective in
the work of the Human Rights Council and
throughout the United Nations system, NGOsS
have been plaving active role in the
discussions around this resolution, which will
be discussed during the second part of the 6°
session, to take place from December 10-14,
2007.

Human Rights Council:Opportunities to be
Surither explored...

Itis still too soon to say what will happen with
the Council, On the one hand, the resistance
and obyection of the ULS. 1o the work of the
Council continues, and was clearly expressed
recently with the public announcement of the
LS. decision to reduce its financial
contnbution to the HRC, On the other hand.

we have those state and non-state actors who
strongly believe that, despite its heavy and
complex agenda, the Council can and shouid
work towards increasing its legitimacy as an
international sphere of democratic debate and
negonaton, as well as a mechanism capable of
providing a brndge between international
multilmernl discussions and national public
pohicies/local realinies.

While we all know that the success of the
Council's work depends on various factors - the
global economic and geo-political scenanio, the
ongoing UN reform. the up coming U.S.
elections, among others - there are reasons 1o
believe that we should be
positive and cammy on the
work. As far as [ can see, there
o are an least three dimensions
4 of the HRC which deserve
| ourcontinued attention, cifort
and cnergy. One is that the
HRC constitutes a good
framework for applving an
il | intersectional approach. It s

| an opportunity to look at how
d the diverse dimensions of
human development ...
expressed by diverse themes carmied out in the
Human Rights agenda... are present. inoan
interlinked manner, in the daily hife of people,
and. therelore, require analysis and assessment
that takes in such ntersectionalines. This also
presents an opportunity for NGOs and networks
ke DAWN and others which have been for a
long time puiting forward such approach, w
contribute o the work of the Council - for
instance, by looking at how gender related
matters are present, or nol, in the work and
analyzis of the various thematic and country
spectfic HRC mandate holders.

Secondly. as highlighted by Radhika
Coomaraswamy and other panelists and
participants of the September 20 panel, “it is
time to move bevond promises and wm to

To next page
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action”! The Council offers good mechanisms
to meet this goal, such as the UPR (given its
clear objective of “the improvement of the
human rights situation on the ground”) and the
work of the special rapporteurs who, as pant of
their mandates, make country visits with the
objective of bringing to the Council a proper
analysis, rooted in the daily lives of people on
the ground.

Finally, given that in previous UN processes,
such as the UN Millenmium Summt, there was
# clear backlash in terms of NGO participation
in the UN, the fact that the Human Rights
Council has, so far, engaged in creating
appropnate mechanisms for the effective
contribution of NGOs p

to their work, we
should acknowledge.
turther explore and do
our best to retain this
space!

Further information on
the HRC agenda and
the work of our pantner
NGOs can be found in
the following websites:

ACPD -
hetp:/'www.acpd.ca/acpd.cfm/en/section/hre
ARC International - hitp://www.arc-
international.net/

CWGL - hup:/iwww.cwel rutgers. edu
IWRAW: http://www.iwraw-ap.org

CREA:

http:/'web.creaworld org/publiceducation.asp
#reframing

Human Rights Watch:

I

Youth Coalition:

hutp:/'www. vouthcoalition.ong/

wdntervention by Joana Chagas, DTT
graduate on behalf of Action Canada for
Population and Development, Canadian
HIVIAIDS Legal Nevwork, DAWN, and the
International Alliance of Women. frem &,
Seprember 20, 2007

It 15 my honor to deliver this intervention on
behalf of Action Canada for Population and
Development, Canadian HIV/AIDS Legal
Network, Development Aliernatives  with
Women for a New Era, the Imternational
Alliance of Women and a coalition’ of
organizations from Africa, Asia, Latin
America and the Canbbean, the Middle East
and Eastern Europe, working
1 on gender issues.

¢ welcome the
realization of this
panmel and

particularly the fact that n
ncludes a representative from
civil society, the distinguished
a | femmmist activist, Ms. Charlotte
Bunch. Such panels, including
civil society participation, set a
valuable precedent for the
future work of the Council.

We also appreciate the emphasis given by Mr.
Miloon Kothari to the need for integrating a
gender perspective in the work of the Special
Procedures. and his personal effort in doing so
within his mandate. We would like to further
affirm that a gender perspective mvolves
consideration of the full range of women's
expernences, beyond violations of the human
rights of women.

For us, a gender perspective involves
examining the intersection of multiple forms
of inequalities and discriminations. In all

societies around the world, the experiences of
T mext page
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Need for Feminist Gonversations on Muvement Burldmg
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human beings are also affected by their race,
ethnicity, age, disabilitics, socio-economic
status, health status, migratory status, sexual
orientation, gender o
expression, religion,
culture and other relevant
conditions.

hus, it 15 important

to underline that

women are not a
single homogeneous group.
The specificities of ther
diverse settings, as well as
the root causes of the cases
addressed should be
examined. For example, women experience
different forms of discnimmation at different
moments of their life cycle. The girl-child,
adolescent  girls, young women, adult
women, older women, often experience
different human rights violations.

For this reason, it was especially interesting to
hear Mr. Kothan mention the collaborative
work of some special rapporteurs 1o address
the intersections of mandates,
This reflects the intersected
nature of human rights
violations. We would like to
see in the future work of
Special Procedures more
mitiatives such as these. In
addition, as one or two of the
pancllists mentioned, it 15 also
important to identify and

close protection gaps.

We would like 10 ask the
panellists the following question: what
concrete steps would they recommend 1o
imcrease the capacity of some current and
future Special Procedure mandate holders 1o
micgrate a gender perspective into their work,
mncluding the adoption of an imersectional

approach? Mk
15
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liberation felt in being able to seli-define who

WE AN,

In the last few years. the re-assertion of
feminist identities. analyses, politics, and
elhics that are distinet and avtonomous from
(but ieracting / interlinked with) other
progressive movements and political parties,
has been tiking place in many places and in
various spheres national, regional and global.
The Femnist Encuentros in Latin America
and the coming together of autonomous
womens groups m India as vou rightly
mentioned in vour brochure are two
predecessors. Since 204, organizers of these
lwo articulations have come together with
other women's networks
low a long-term politcal
project of carving out a |
space for feminist §
debates within the |
Waorld Social Forum and
other sites of global and
regional resistances and £
munilestations of social [M
movements and their [0
campaigns. This global
project is called the
Femmst Dialogues or
the FD. A connected
strategy 15 the initiation
of the Inter-Movement Dialogues where
feminists who are associated with the FD
engage activists from other social movements
i i debate on issues of inter-movement
collaboration and temsions. Since then
regional initiatives such as the European
Feminist Forum and the African Feminist
Forum have come to be. Everywhere [ turn to
in this forum | definitely feel the vibram
political spirit similar to that in the FDs. [ feel
like 1 am at hoane, in the bosom of feminist
HCHVISS,

I realize that in the past there has been
collaborations among women's
organizations, groups, networks and NGOs
sl just i Malaysia or Southeast Asia but in

vanous other parts of the world. What then is
new in the current articulation that is the Fiesta
Femimista, the Feminist Dialogues and
similarly constructed sites? | venture 1o state 4
few points.

hanges linked 10 globalizition have
provided us with a more complex
situation where processes of
fragmentation and consolidation are taking
place simultancously and with more rapidity.
There is at the same time the retreat but also the
strengthening of the stte and its apparatuses:
the rise of the new rich as well as of the new
poor: o dispersion of families through
migration and an explosion of sexual identitics
but also a glorification and renewed
sanctification of the
heterosexual family wnit: o
break-down of culture but
also its consolidation in more
politicized ways: the
bankrupicy of some elites bt
also the amassing of wealth
by other ehites: the lack of
legiimacy of the United
| Nations but alse iis
momentary  significance  as
3 the only venue that could be
| used o advance human rights
and the interests of
developing countries at the
global level: the growing power of non-state
actors over the lives of peoples: the democratic
deficit that is all over the place including within
some movements; the confusion in the Leftand
lack of real aliernatives coming from
progressives; the growing recognition of
feminism as a theoretical and political body of
ideas bul also the institutionalization and de-
politicization of the women's movements and
many more, All of these happen as pan of a
complex dynamic arising from various socio-
historical forees but which have been distorted.
complexified and made more confusing by
geo-politics... that is by the caplure of
Corporate America of globalization processes

Tor mext pape
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and its use of war to sustain its global empire.
Amudst all of these changes the primacy of
struggles at the local and national spheres
remains undisputed. But globalization has also
translormed the local imo the “glocal”, a
siluatedness of people and events in a
particular local context that are at the same
tme hinked or interacting with the regional and
global through a host of communication and
mformation networks that we weave inand out
ol 1 owr life worlds,

Given this contexl, we are
cernly more aware now of the
need to mier-link issues and Ji
struggles and 10 do so from §§
decidedly autonomous feminist
analyses and politics in which
the sobjugation and
cmancipation of women is
central i the analyses  and
aliemaiives. There is no mone
wailing for any grand narrative
or asetol political programs from

our male activists and comrades. The
rapaciousness of global capitalism and its
ntrusion into our most private and intimate
lives has urned us all into historical subjects.
We are listorical subjects and agents of
change, visionaries of the future and activists
m our own nght. With this knowledge and
claim, we link up with the men and women of
other social movements. learning from, as well
as debating with them, reaching unities or
agreemg o disagree in our analyses,
synchronizng actions and lending solidarities.
For the longest time, women and feminists
have taken on the struggle for democracy,
human rights, land. food, housing, adequate
health, and peace. Now we ask: where are the
peasant movements, the trade unions, the anti-
war movement when we launch actions
adldress women's issues, say, the nght o
abortion, or to seek justice for women victim
survivors of rape, or demand the legalization
of same sex unions?

& we have become more aware of the

need to link op with other social
movements, we have also become

more ¢conscious of the need o handle
differences and confront tensions among
ourselves 10 be critical of privileges.
hierarchies, exclusions, chauvinisms and
authoritarianisms  within the feminist
movemenis. Our movements are no longer in a
context where a neat political division between
those of us who are revolutionary and those of
o U5 who are co-opted can
easily be discerned. These
and other similar political
categories have shifted.
aking on new meanings. As
I have just outlined. our
i social and political realities
are more complex  external
o as well as intemal i our
1 movements. There are now
| new types of groups and
1 networks that have emerged
m our movements, there are
. new interests and  claims

around identities but also around distributional
concerns. there are new forms of resistances
and not all militant forms of resistances - we
imcreasingly realize are radical and
progressive. Bul amidst the new are ongoing
permanent tensions between feminists who are
middle class professionals and fermists who
are from or work with the poorer classes
between younger feminists and those
advancing in age: between feminists from the
cities and those from the countryside; berween
feminists who enter into critical collaboration
with government and mainstream institutions
andl those who opt to struggle from the outside.
between femimists from  different cultural,
religious and ethic traditions and communities
and many more. Finally there is the reality that
the institutional environment at the state and
inter-state spheres is not longer hospitable 1o
human rights including women’s rights, and
feminist issues and resistance projects are no
longer the flavor of the month among donors.

To next page 19
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Listening to Each Other:

A multigenerational dialogue on women's rights and activism

BAWN General Co-ordinator. Bene Madunagu, attended a Multigenerational Dialague on Activism

aindd Warnen's Righs, entitled, Listening to Each Other, ar the Centre for Women's Global Leadership,
Rutgers Universine, New Jersev, from September 30 to Octaber 3. 2007, and co-arganised by CREA,
CWOGL and Yourh Coalition. Participanis to the Dialogue came from 14 counries

! I Yhe first session deliberated on how
questions around age have been shaped
in the movement. It started off with

“Trigger Presentations™ by three persons, one
per age group (below30; 31 60 and above 601)
who told stories of their personal experiences
m the movement.  Amongst other things, the
seaston highlighted the fact
that mumerical age is not [EENED
pertinent to feminist activism [RrEEER;
and multigencrational |
dialogues and that rather, §
actions enhance activism. The B
second session addressed 88
"Movements™ and the
issuesichallenges  regarding
movement building,  This :
discourse was again triggered oS
by three persons across the |
three age ranges making shorn
presentations with the aim of
engaging constructively in E
movement building for
stronger, more effective, multigenerational
movements with a diverse range of
expericnces, age and ideas.  The session also
highlighted the need for welcoming and
affirming new voices, changing leadership
across the spectrum, addressing the challenge
of language barriers, the drawbacks of
specialisation, the need for coalitions for
political action, and to reclaim feminism, and
revitalise membership base.

A session on new approaches to revitalising the
movement drew on DAWN's experience with
the DAWN  Training Institute (DTI) and
Regional Training Institutes (RT1s). Bene and
Anasuya Gupta (DT 2003) participated in the

session, and shared how each age group saw
their contribution, assets and potential. The
need for mutual acknowledgement, more
listening to one another and meaningful
engagement (ot just participation), as well as
recognition that mentorship is

multidimensional and that power exists in all

i

positions and is both
formal and informal,
were highlighted n
the sesgion.

Four groups were then
formed 1o discuss in
more depth four
clusters of issues
which bad emerged
from the earlier
sessions:  Moving on
transition;  Power
relations;  Mentoring
(coaching, sharing)
and Harnessing knowledge: and Broadening
and Renewing movements
multigenerationally.  Other group sessions
focused on abuse of power, the language of
feminism, What do the vounger generation
want from the older generation”. and Coming-
in and changing roles. An evening session
discussed the UM Gender Equality
Architecture Reform (GEAR), while the last
session focused on Moving forward which
wias essentially about self -reflection and
evaluation.  Some of the participants later
engaged in a roundtable discussion on “Cilobal
Sexualities and Women's Human Rights” with
faculty members from Rutgers University. ik
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Introduction to SRHR advocacy work in Brazil-
report of an internship at ABIA/DAWN

T

From page 17

The result is that resources (o support our activism are getting harder to come by. In the face of these
challenges and dilemmas, the feminist movements are in scarch of new political ethics, new
leadership and new strategies. We certainly cannot have more of the same but we also cannot simply
discard everything of the past. The present is after all a product of the past but within the present
there lies the capacity for discemment, a re-evaluation of the past and intentional action by
conscions politcal subjects. Initiatives such as the Fiesta Femimsta may possibly provide the venue
and spirit for such critical debates to take place which are crucial in the continuing sustenance of our
MOVements.

| end this short imtervention by reiterating the dual tasks that in my view are needed as feminist
activists confronting the forces of patriarchies, xenophobias and fundamentalisms in this period of
neo-liberal globalization. First is the rebuilding of antonomous feminist movements with their new
political ethics, leaderships, strategies and coordination; second, the articulation of the feminist
movements with other progressive social movements to achieve convergences of political
struggles. Both processes need to happen at the same time, simultaneously and in concert, with one
informing the other incessantly and dynamically. We need to undertake this at all spheres local-
national, regional and global, keeping in mind that we
are increasingly [ e | “glocalized” subjects and the
boundaries between what [ | 15 local-national and regional-
global have become porous. In short what | am saving
15 that the Fiesta Femimista promises to be a
beginning of a new Bl political project for the feminists
n Malaysia, This, my A friends, is for vou to decide and
act upon. | came to 5 provoke and to politically
commit to your feminist | dreaming and scheming, but the
decision is clearly yours. | Thank vou for the privilege of
this conversation and d good morning to everyone. gy
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o women's rights. While | was able to assist
Advocaci with one large case, [ was not able 1o
spend half of the week at the organization as
miended. To make up for that, Gleyde
mvelved me in several of the events sponsored
by CEDIM,

The summer was an intense learning
expenence, on numerous levels. While I speak
Spanish and had taken

Portuguese lessons prior 1o f
my arrival, | found the day-
to-day of spoken Brazilian
Poruguese to be quite a
challenge 1o follow. When |
moving to a Spanish |
speaking country [ reached
full fluency in a short period
of time. After three months in |5
Brazil, I will still have to [SE
study further if [ am to reach
full fluency in Portuguese.

The projects 1 worked on
were extremely interesting, but challenging as

well, both in terms of language and in terms of

logistics,.  One of the projects involved
assisting the Health Equity and Law clinic
with a legal analysis of anencefalic abortion in
Braal. The rescarchers wanted to add a human
clement to the project and [ therefore
resourced and interviewed lawyers, a doctor, a
judge and patients as well as other NGO
researchers in the area and submitted reports
on these mierviews., | found it quite
challenging to set up interviews in Rio and
travelled to Sao Paulo for one week in order to
complete the interviews. The project is
currently being finalized and the LLM
students who worked on it will be responsible
for translating and disseminating it in Brazil.

| assisted Themis, an NGO in Porto Allegre, in
rescarch of violations of women's rights n
Brazilian Superior and Supreme Court
decisions. The intent of the project was 1o find
decisions which could and should be brought

before international agencies such as the
IACHR or CEDAW. 1 had assisted the HEAL
clinic in the previous semester with analysis of,
and translanon of decisions on anencefalic
abortion, however this project required much
more in-depth knowledge of Brazilian law. |
found an English speaking Brazilian lawvyer
who was looking to do a language exchange. 1o
explain the Poruguese terminology and
Brazihan legal procedure to me so that | could
—r— = COmplete the
project.
The cases tham |
found will be
analvzed by Themus
to determine if the
organization wishes
8 to carry them
o forward to the
international
A committees,

I assisted in
background
research in a case of
matermnal mortality being brought before
CEDAW by the Center for Reproductive
Rights in New York and Advocaci. | was ableto
attend the mectings between the lawvers from
the Center and Advocact, as well as ranslating
trom Spanish to Portuguese during the client
meeting. 1 visited the medical facility
implicated in the case and created a legal memo
for the Center lawyers in answer to specific
questions. The memo will be used by the
lawvers at the Center for Reproductive Rights
in prepaning their petition to the CEDAW
committee. 1 am continuing to be involved in
this case, and potentially will be able 10 work
on it during the upcoming vear as well.

While at ABIA | was able to assist with English
editing for the many intemational projects and
communications undertaken by Somia Corréa
and Angela Collet for DAWN, ABIA and
Sexuvality Policy Watch, Likewise they
provided essential suppon for me in terms of
onentation, training and language,
T mext page
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Finally, 1 was able to attend several
conferences and seminars and make contact
- with numerous people working in the area of
women's and human rights. And working on
all of these projects provided essential
practical skills in terms of rescarch, Brazilian
law and my Portuguese, even more important
was the exposure to various
movements i femimism i @
Brazil, both ot a popular and at
an academic levels and to |
current  political and  social
thought.

In one example, [ attended the SRS
Second Municipal and State FESSSSE
Conferences of Politics for [RESSEEESEEE
Women. The proposed [
mtention of the conferences S
were o review amd assess
mmprovements,  setbacks and
changes for women, specifically in the arcas
of reproductive and sexual health, the
workplace/inclusion in all levels of social and
political life, inclusive, non-sexist, non-racist
educanion and prevention of violence against
WOmen.

hile the conference organizers
highly praised the outcomes, one
strong cntucism came from the

academic world, in that no real assessment or
evaluation had wken place, that the second
conferences merely repeated the originals and
innumerable objectives were stated but no
concrele: progress was made or assessed.
Being exposed to both sides of the experience
was an mviluable look into the complexities
of politics and social movements in Brazil.

OUne other such experience was CEDIM's
volvement in a case of violence which
occurred while | was there.  One early
morming, a young woman who worked in
domestic service was attacked in an upper
class meighbourhood by several young men.
They justified the attack by saving they
thought she was a prostitute. CEDIM held a

public debate, wrote a formal denouncement of
the event and moved to activate the media and
public opimion on the issue. The experience
provided insight into strategies of mobilization
of Brazilian society on a specilic issue.
My supervisors and co-workers were
extremely generous with their time, providing
direction, information, insight and assistance
in megotiating
@ within the culture.
8l For example,
& while contacts are
9l essential in every
@l country and
il culture (and
| Canadians talk a
8| great deal abow
8| networking.') in
@8 Brazil, contacts are
B cven more
8| important.  Many
of the connections
[ tried to make would not have been possible
had not one of my supervisors ntroduced me
directly or put me in touch with someone who
could. Even something as simple as setting up
an interview has a distinet cultural protocol.
Additionally, through DAWN, ABIA and
Sexuality Policy Watch | was exposed 1o
current nigorous academic thought and policy
building. Both Sonia Corréa and Angela Collet
went out of their way to explain and expose me
o their essential work in this area,

I feel that for anvone who wants to work in
women's rights, such an internship is
mvaluable. Given that my specific long term
goal is 1o work in women's rights in Latin
Amenica, the intermship was an essential part of
my education.

In terms of advice for future stadents, | would
state that it is essential to speak the language. |
felt the limitations of my language skills and
would have been able to leam much more from
the conferences and seminars had 1 been
completely fluent in Portuguese. 1 cannot
imagine a student who does not speak the

To next page
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fanguage at all being able to have a truly
meaningful experience on an internship in this
context.

Additonally, | want to provide a word of
caution regarding visas to Brazil. My intention
had been to stay for one year. Even if one only
wishes to stay for three months, it is illegal in
Brazil 1o volunteer on a tourist visa. There is a
Temporary 1 visa which requires a certain
amount of documentation and proof of
funding from the university. Given my
intention to stay for one vear, 1 spent six
months rescarching and preparing the
documents the consulate informed me 1 would
need for a one year visa. At the very last
minule, my visa was denied. | was then
informed by the visa officer that [ would not be
able to go to Brazil in any capacity, not even as
atourist, for the following year.

Afier the visa was denied, two of the Brazilian

LLM students went 1o the consulate with me
and dunng the conversation, which took place
in Portuguese, the visa officer indicated she
knew the visa would be denied because the
government s suspicious of individuals
wanting to come to Brazil for a year to
volunteer. Even though I had been to see her
eight times to confirm the documentation
necessary for my visa, she never once told me
that the visa would likely be denied.

The RSH program wrote a letter taking
responsibility for me and indicating that |
would return to school in the fall and one of the
LLM students offered her personal negotiation
skills in order to ge1 a short term visa for me.
My advice to future students therefore is to
make sure they have their visa completed and
in hand at least one month before they intend to
leave the country due to the potential for

unforeseeable complications! Skl
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Spreading DAWN's analysis in the Pacific: Report from Loloata

DAWN Pacific Coordinator, Yvonne Underhill-Sem filed this report on the 2¥ DAWN
Paclfic/FWRM Feminist Advocacy Training, Loloata Island, Papua New Guinea, 16-21 July, 2007

Beginning and ending

wenty-cight young women from

Solomon [slands, Vanuatu, - Tonga,

Tuvalu, PNG and Fiji cautiously
began the workshop. Cautious because many
were brave enough to overcome their own as
well as their organizations” and families' fears
of being i PNG (which gets pretty biased
regional press and was in the mudst of
national elections, with counting happening
during the week we were there). They were
also brave enough to
attend a ‘femimst’ |8
workshop  at least |
three participants
said they purposely
did not tell thewr
employers and/or
their partners that §
this was a 'feminist’ |
workshop for fear of §
abacklash!! '

Twenty-cight young
women completed
this workshop and
already we have a Pacific Islands Young
Feminist Network blogspot {

a very cautious beginming we ended as an
enthusiastic, more knowledgeable group,
with personal action plans and eight
collaborative action plans that integrate the
Loloata expenence into current work plans.

Participants' contributions

Our aims to infroduce cnitical feminist
analysis by focussing mostly on two of
DAWNs research themes SRHE and PRST
and introducing the other two were well met.
We spent the first two days on process issues
which at first seemed too much but ended up

being critical, as evervone learned about each
other's work. The participants included two
wormen from a rural women's peace group i a
notorious tnbal warfare area; a number of
women also came from the regional violence
against women network;  two women from a
rural literacy training group one from the
Pacific women's disability network; women
from the major feminist NGO's in Fiji, as well
as two from country Y WCAS.

We also learned about
i the wvery different
backgrounds that
ranged from recently
graduated umiversity
| students, including a
| number of voung
| lawyers, to women who
{ were subsistence
| gardeners and had 10
{ travel up to two hours
on foot or un-powered
canoe to get to road
transport o attend the
workshop. This in itself
was a challenge for all participants as they
leamed that a entical feminist analysis 15 not
only something for urban educated elite
WOIET.

The twa days also provided the trust necessary
for participants to say for instance, that they
thought “feminists were leshians™ and the
point that some of them were a child abuse
survivors. This was not easy, but it reflected
the excellent group processes developed by the
team of facilitators. We were also able
discuss at length, what a feminist looked like
in a way similar to how DAWN Afnica'’s RTI
did.

Ta aest page
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There were, many opporunities to learn from
participants work and life experiences and to
encourage a femimst cnitical analysis, such as
the story of the tragic hostel fire in Tuvalu
where 28 young women lost their lives
because they had been locked in to prevent
them liaising with boys. | had written an
article on this in 2001 but few participants
knew of it. Our Tuvalu participant retold the
story and groups had to identify the SRHR
issues in it. This provided a great exercise to
help move participants away from the tragedy
and into a deeper analysis of why it happened.

Substantive discussions

On the first day | attempted a presentation of
Soma's ‘long duree’ power pomnt from the
Uruguay DTI as a way of —
showing the neced to
“understand historical
continuities a5 well as the
importance of vanous levels
of cntical femimist analysis
which is what DAWN does™.
This was a key theme given
the tensions in the region
between local grassroots
iniiatives and more academic
global analysis, as well as |
intergenerational issues, [ also |5
introduced the notion of |
DAWN's inter-linkage work. ©
The sessions on SEHR were
introductory. Anna Padarath of FWRM broke
it down so clearly, explaining the move from
reproductive health to rights and sexual
rights. Anna also did a great introduction to
PRST issues.  Vinsila Buadromo of FWRM
did a similarly great job on the notion of
citizenship and Tara Chetty (DTI 2003)
rearticulated DAWN's notion of social
contracts in a way that made me squirm,
thanking of that which we need to complete.

| introduced PEAS, but more importantly
also introduced participants to the range of
women’s livelihoods and environmental

issugs in the Pacific; from working i tea
plantations, to sago culture and small-scale
urban-marketing. [also introduced the notion
of contradictions and trade-offs in the WSSD
Johannesburg meeting. drawing on Ewa
Charkiewicz's analysis. Roshmi Sam (of the
Pacific Metwork in Globahisation - PANG)
introduced participants to the notion of trade in
the Pacific, which was a very good pnimer.
With Tara's help we also did a value chain
analysis of a can of tuna, drawing on the Barbie
Doll analysis used at the DTI in Bangalore,
which was really instructive for participants.

any participants requested FWRM

to extend their programme of

training young women into their
countrics and locations and this was a real
boost for FWRM's plans to become more
regional. It alse
reaffirmed for me the
dimportance of
4 collaborating with
NGOs like FWRM 1o
strengthen their
capacities in critical
1 feminist analysis as this
is how DAWN’'s
analysis will mosit
| effectiviely be spread.

Advocacy exercises
We developed some
B great advocacy
exercises that really got
participants working: talk-back radio sessions
with the military commander of Fiji and the
sole women MP in PNG; a formal submission
toa national commitiee on Water privatisation:
a protest march against water privatisation
(many participants had never been on a protest
march) and an exercise to convince other Im:.:l
community groups (young mecn's
environmental group; ‘religious women's
health group and local landowners interested
in ‘development’) to support their awareness-
raising campaign on a new resource
development (one group did fisheries. the
other mining).
To next page
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Report by Tara Chetty of the Py Wonen's Righis Movement (FWRM) on |
Pacific/FWRM Feminist Advocacy Training, Lotoata .Iii"ﬂﬂﬁ Pﬁﬁ?d"hr'ﬂ' f.i‘-'u.’.u'c-ﬂ .-'Mf Judy 2007

H"ﬁal‘:u_hnﬂrﬂﬂ
”m;wMMHmh

movement and a feminist women'’s
mvETen "

Fum-:r}mm: e FH‘HHMHW Fi;rﬂi& Young
Feminist A:Mmqv nwm Hd' m Mm’ﬁ:ﬁm!.
Foee Moready: , : ;

mg‘mw

......

hese WE:GJI.H ‘M‘u uf the questions
m;lﬁﬂtnf the se regional feminist
advocacy training, organised by the Fiji

- Women's Rights Movement (FWRM)
and Development Alternatives with
Women fora New Era {DAWN) Pacific, held
in Papua New Guinea. from the 16" to 21" July.
As the week-long lnming began, many of the
young women participants said they would
nammi‘dﬁ:denuf}ungﬁﬁ:mmm mainty
because of the negative images. the  word
evoked. One. pﬂ:.'tlmpmn explained that this
s why ‘evasive when fer partner

From previons page

Facilitator Team

Unce agan, working with FWRM was
imvaluable. In addition 1o 1: aking care ofall the
logistics, they contributed some great
exercises and group process.  MNoeleen
Nabulivou from Women's Action for Change
also provided the erinical framing of SRHR as
well as excellent group processes. | provided
substantive background for all the themes and
supported each of the facilitators in
undertaking to learn about the other DAWN
themes sufficiently to  introduce them.
Rcadings primarily came from the DTI
Keader and facilitators were encouraged o
relate them to Pacific expeniences. This was
done particularly well by Noeleen with
reference to the analysis of some Pacific
poetry that covered violence, single
maotherhood and lesbian love something that

really required the young lawvers to adnut was
new to them.

Learning about PNG

All participants from outside PNG had their
knowledge of the country greatly enhanced
and hence their fears L.:.nlh subsided. | had
been very aware of the security concems of
PNG and especially as it was in the middle of
elections. However, it proved o be grea
timing - so much so that on our afternoon tour
of Port Moresby, one bus managed to get
mside the normally highly secure parliament
grounds for a photo opportunity!  Our choice
of Loloata Island was also lucky as we mosily
had the island to ourselves aside from a few
divers and we had freedom o safely wander
arpund the island dunng the day and ot night.
We had fun and many laughs as well o bnel
sporkelling trip, a re- imagining culture night.
and we had local prawns on the menu almost
CVETY 1'|i_[.."|'|| i T mexdl page
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concept stood up and claimed their identity as
feminists.

The training, which was held on Loloata
Island. off Port Moresby, was about promoting
sender equity and women's participation by
enhancing analysis and advocacy skills
around issues of sexual and reproductive
health and rights, political restructuring and
social transformation, the political economy
of globalisation, and
political ecology and 88
sustainability.

The day spent on sexual
and reproductive health
and rights got participants
o start visualising their
bodies and how they can
be sites of resistance. In
one of the day's exercises,
participants analysed the [

tragic story of a group of

Tuvaluan girls who were burned alive in their
dormitory. The girls, many of whom were
from far off villages and outer islands, were
locked up every night in their barred dormitory
in order to “protect” them from having sex,
getting pregnant and “shaming” their families.
There was also a strict 9pm lights-out policy.
in contrast to the freedom of the boys'
dormitory. The fire started when one girl, who
was using a candle to study, fell asleep.

In the session on political restructuring, the
group discussed the marketisation of
governance. The roll back of the state, from the
aims of providing for the people to the aims of
facilitating business and investment, was clear

in the Pacific’s experiences of structural
adjustment programmes (5APs). Many
participants experienced SAPs in one form or
the other in their Pacific Island homes. Their
examples included the corporatisation of
government services such as health, education
and water. [t angered many participants (o sec
that their rights as citizens were being eroded
and that greater power seems to hie in the hands
of corporate hodies and intergovemmental
organisations. like the World Trade
Organisation ( WTO).

| One participant  explained
d how in her health climc in
PNG there was no doctor and
many women have to travel
long distances to get any
| medical attention. When the
| state is asked for assistance.
the response 15 always, "no
A money™. However, the state
responds very differently to
d requests by financial

institutions such as the World
Bank. the International Monetary Fund (IMF)
and other transnational organisations.

Then came the chance for the young women o
get introduced to global trade and susiainable
livelihoods. The participants had to examine a
can of tuna, and draw a chart of where il came
from which began with the wna fish then
fishing boats, canning. advertising and
distribution. Many were astounded o the
complex issues crammed into a single linle
can, such as sex workers and the fishing
industry, the health and safety of women
working in canming factories, and the huge

T mexi e
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Follow-up

We will follow-up each participant’s personal action plan after three months as well as the group
collaborative projects. Hopefully we can convince some funders to continue to support this.
OXFAM NZ and Australia are playing an important role in the region sponsoring initiatives like
<mall anms research. community-based health and livelihood programimes, and peace cfforts in
areas with tribal wars still raging. Hopefully these will all have amore explicit feminist analysis, i
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Trade liberalization - impacts and implications

for financing gender equality

Summary of Mariama Williams® (DAWN Research Coordinator for PRST- Trade) contribution to a plenary on

Tracking the Morey for Gender Equalily, Financing

Gender Equality for Development and Democracy, at the g

Women's Affairs Ministers Meeting (BWAMM) Kampala, Uganda, 12 June, 2007

he financing of gender equality

interventions. that is the provision of

poods, services and nfrastructure,
that improve outcomes for women and girls,
must come from three sources: 1) individual
household contribution (through payment
for services such as health care and
education), 2) government direct and
sectoral allocationsdomestically mobilized
resources, and 3) externally obtained
resources, primarily through development
cooperation {Grown 2006 and UNDP 2004).
These sources of financing are all dependent
on national economic performance as well
as international and global dynamics in
finance and trade.

Achieving gender equality roquires that
public resources are allocated for programs
and projects that directly reduce gender
inequality and empower women (‘gender
equality interventions') as well as those

projects and programs that are directed at
improving social development but which have
spill-over effects on gender equality, or non-
targeted gender equality interventions, (UN
Millenmium Task Force and Grown et al 2006).
Fxamples of the former include MDG3
specific programs dedicated to improving
educational outcomes for girls and women and
gender mainstreaming  activities such as
gender training and gender focal points n
sector ministries. Examples of non-targeted
gender equality interventions arc the
construction of feeder and rural roads, health
clinics and water services.

Traditionally, the multilatcral trading system
{MTS) focused primarily on measurces
affecting the international trade of goods.
Today,  however, WTO irade agrecments
extend to trade in services. They also cover
issues which are scen as trade-related. such as

To mext pase
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fisheries wealth of the Pacific region and how
that plays out in the international trade arena.

“The 2007 Young Feminist Advocacy
Training was highly successful. Using
examples and experiences from their own
lives, the participants came to a deeper
understanding of feminist analysis of issucs
affecting women in the Pacifie,” smd FWRM
Executive Director. Virisila Buadromo, who
was also one of the facilitators.

“This is not just a one-off experience for these
voung women, they have formed a network,
and have also developed realistic action plans
o carry their feminist analysis into their

everyday work.”

The 28 participants came from PNG, Fiji,
Tonga, Tuvalu, Vanuatu and the Solomon
Islands. Ome of the facilitators, Noelene
Nabulivou of Fiji's Women's Action for
Change. is a graduate of the mnaugural
FWRM/DAWN Pacific young feminist
advocacy training in Nadi i 2005. Two
FWRM facilitators, Anna Padarath and Tara
Chetty, are also graduates of the three-week
DAWN global feminist training institute.
FWRM and DAWN Pacific are grateful for the
support of our partners, NZAID and Oxfam
Mew Zealand, i
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intellectual property rights. WTO  trade
agrecments increasingly have implications for
many domestic policies, such as
environmental regulations, patent protection,
and povernment procurement, so-called
“hehind the border™ ssies.

he pressure of trade agreements
I (negotiated bilaterally, regionally and
multilaterally) has been to erode trade
protection i favour of
import liberalization on B8
as wide a scope as
possible, This has tended [
1o mean the reduction and |5
climination of trade Laxes
(tariffs). quotas and
licensing fees. But it 15
also accompanied by
measures to expedite the |8
flow of goods and service |
across border, including
through custom  reform
and other aspects of trade |
facilitation. In terms of
export expansion. the mechamsms here are
threefold: fiscal incentives (such as tax
exemptions, tax- holidays), export finanging
support and trade promotion support. Both
import liberalization and export promotion
measures have direct and indirect aspects af the
meso and micro levels of the economy with
mplications for poverty reduction as well as
targeted and non targeted gender equalhty

interventions.

The direct impacts of trade on financial
resources for gender equality operate through
the effect of trade on employment, income and
prices in the cconomy. Trade cxpansion may
increase the employment of men and women,
vielding increased income 1o households and
more forcign exchange reserves to the
government. The removal of tariffs and other
wade barriers will directly impact prices of
goods and service available in the domestic
market. Indirect impacts are those that work

their way through to the informal and household
sectors through a long cham of causes and
effects. For example, when government
revenue decreases a5 a result of declining trade
tax receipl. the government may atiempl to
make up for the shortfall by cutting social
spending and/or by raising consumption and
other excise taxes. These will impact houschold
hudgcls.m:s:c&slnh:ahhcartandmduculiun.

Trade agreements such as the agreement on
agriculture, the general
agreement on trade n
services and the trade
related intellectual
| property agrecment

| also impact on the
availability of food,
health care and access
to education to
individuals and
households, Thus these
agreements have
serious implications for
enabling women's and
girls’ capability,
functioning and overall sense of personal
security. These agreements also have the
potential to generate changes in the economy
that may either increase or decrease women's
access 1o economic and social resources such as
tand, technology and credit.

Ultimately, the challenges of the MTS to gender
nq:nlﬁynﬂybeimmmnﬁlmcxmnmwich
trade and trade related measures and
mechanisms offset or mitigate leakages of
funds from the houschold, government and
forcign aid resources available 10 finance
gender equality interventions, both targeted and
non-targeted. It would also be important
ascertain the extent to which leakages are
countered by injection or inflow of funds into
these same financing SOUNces.

This points to further work on specifying the
specific channels and pathways through which
the MTS influences and impacts the financing
Tir mexd papge
DAWN INFORMS

.




focusing on promoting trade readiness
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and market entry include gender

of gender equality programs. It also should analysis and pay specific attention 1o the
draw greater attention o instituting processes needs of women-owned SMEs as well

for engendering capacity building and aid for
trade initiatives so as to stimulate new
program arcas that will promote gender
equality as well as complement the financing
of gender equality interventions.

as 1o sectors in the cconomy most likely
to be adversely impacted by changing
trade policy.

Trade negotiation mandates proactively
include a gender sensitive framework

Specific recommendations therefore are: for each of the sectoral areas under
- Each country to develop a framework negotiation.
for engendering its trade related Gender sensitive flanking measures 10
capacity building and aid for trade deal with the negative outcomes of trade
PIOEIRAMS. reform underlving the implementation
Ensure that trade diagnostic studies oftrade agreements,

" The Milbenmimm Declaration, adopted by Uited Mations member stabes in Scpienmber 2000, artscutared the eaxghi Milkeannium
[Fevclopment Gaals (MDGs) 1o be achbeved by 2005 a5 LEradiate extreme poverty snd fusnger, 2 Achiev umiversal primary
cduscation, 3. Promote pender equality amd empower women, 4 Roduce child montality, 5. Inprove pristermnal healbs, foCoembag
HIV AT, malaria and other diseases, T, Ersure envirnmmental sastaimabslicy and 8. Developa global partnership for development.

" Pofitically by the 15k, sid Bows had ceased in have b kind of cffecks that developang cosmirscs neoded to prope] ihear econpmic
develoniment stralegies. As 4 resubt, aned m the comtext of the avalahility oif cheap money [haanahle famils ), mary developing countrics
turmcd 1o the private capital markets asd commercial banks for foreign capital financing in the form of loass. The ensuing high debt
busilt g ond associated debt servicmg problems of the late 19705 culmimating imlo the deba erisis of the 19805 s symbolic af the
Jssenchanemest with official mid Bows, The debt crists and its nasagement by IMF, the Bank and the Paris Club, undsr the acgas of the
asiendbind noo-liberal paradigm, and its stranglehold on debson’ sconomy i the fanm of stroctumal sdErtmment programemes head i
acrimateins and distrusaful relationship between debtop-recipients and credizor-doaors

= Toeal net official inflows peaked at US$43 per head in 1953 and fell o US $30 by the ond of the 1990, This was in real Ternss a 50%
drop. 199152, O0A was S60 balkion and reached the hagh water market. After that in 1992, QDA fell by 0% in particularly sffectm
sicia] prograane and inepensisg government dependence on privals seclos mitmEves O ommoenwealth Seeretanat 1999, Between
[ 095 and 200K}, sh Sakaran Alfrca have rocetved an sanul sverage of 155 | hillson m offsisl Nows which was cqaivalent o three
At o tasial imllows

gy exanple ol the transacson costs of the old -,:ﬁurn_{w"h: fhat in 20602, donors fusded ever SIUD00 propects these mvolved avier
J AN amneaad missions 1 devedoping countrics and abowt 2,400 geanerly reponts. OECEFDAC 2z, p At

* The Poverty Reduerion Stratepy Paper (FRSF) was initisted m 199 35 the basix for Woeld Bank and the Intemational Monetary Fund
cemcessional lending for debt reficl under the Enhanced HIPC mitiative {Waorld Bank 2003). PRSP aleng with a plethora of
macroecomoimac pobicy docusnents {(Coamiry Assistance Strasegy, CAS, and Poverty Reduction Growih Faciliny, FROE. and Paverty
Reductin Ceedil Support, PRSC) has become micrtwined in the micromanagement of develogng coustries’ ecosdmnics. The Highly
Indebsed Poar Coantnes (HIPC ) Inftiative was infroduced in 1559 asd offered debt relief io bring fva sissaimahle level {no more than
K} 250 of anma] exports) the debt sinck of 26 sounmies, In 1999, HIPC was re-enforoed by the Exthanced HITC; it combined wath
the resotarces of HIPC-Totalling 528 ilon and was expectod o reduce the debt stock of 33 HIPCs by one hall.

“Wy reaffirm the commitments made 3t Home to harmonkse and align aid delivery.” The Declaration’s Fartnership
Cummitments presented in Section 1 and 1T seek to measure pragress agains 12 specific mdieators. 11 alw sl fmrgets track
amil emcourage progress si the global kel among the coantries and agrnches that have agreed 1o this Declaration for the year
b{LELTS

* Cevering the proparation of budgel, miemal control, asdit, procurcisort. dhsbursensest, monitonng and reporting arrangenens and
extermal audits,

= Pnilget support and balance of paymacnts suppoct wore widely wsed in Stroctural sdistment prograns in the 1980 and 1#(0s

= Dismwor comiziheetion 1o pablic beakh expenditars m Sub Ssharan Alrea | S5A4) averages about £3% of the health budpet in Tanzania,
5% i Uganda and T95in Mozambique {see Foster ot al 2000 and Lethbeage N2, p 2% Tan {205) cites three reascns for this
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abligtion. Firse, the hiph dependence i due i part o b impact ol hagh external debe servsees which constmes sigmilicant poftioes ol
domestic resonaroes. Thas bas been exacerbated by the focus of the ntermational donor-<credsior comemunity on debt sustainabalily
irrstend of s kgnificons reduction in dobt or owtnght debt cancellation. As a pesubt, heavily indebtod countries have Timited capaciry 1o
iverease fumds for financmg public services. Seconddy, this aiuation is conspoosded by the senactural and macroeconomee sinctunes
of the Imiernanonal financial mssisaizons (IFls), which limits the capasty of coungrics b rane fumds fod the publi sctor, innadly
uisder SAPs mnid now under PRS. The 1Pl programs peshes the privabisation of ervioes delivery and trade Bberalisation o
conditsons for loans. Trade liberalisation has inherertly nepative fiscal dimensions for povemments whose budget have high
dependenes o trade tanes. Thirdhy, the fizcal austenty regoiremment of 173 propram § and the anderlang policy dazlogae ol thee Hew

and regame’} wivich focus on low inflation alsa has mnpact an the capaciy to finance publec services, Lom indlation fargets, while il
benedin, protects and enbamces the profits of foroign wvestors, cogonders & cap or eoling on public expersdionns, wb pamiculsr
iepkication for sockil sootos spending § for mars on this sse Rowden 2004, pU| | and Christeag Asd 2006)

* As poed in 3 recent Financial Times article, traditbonal dosors of the west {in comparison 10 newer dosors such as Chipa) athise
hudget support ko gevernmsst & encisrage politesd as well os coommmic reforme: In addition, heir companscs havie alse pained
ket access and contracts in'the process (FTL podl My 190210, DT,

* WL sectons mclnde: edacation, bealil, neal developenent, shen upgrading, water, sanatation and enengy. Propects and progams i
thsese nress will work for the achievensent of the MU & 3 whode and while not directly aimsed atb gender equality well synergieis
promote pender sgualiey and MINGS, There should also be pender mamstreamng is intervertions withinand acros sectors, s
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address by contacting infoiidawnnet.org

STEERING COMMITTEE

General Coordinator Bene E. Madunagu
Tel: 244-87-239565

Fax: 234-B7-2385665

Email: bene.m@dawnnet.org

Past General Coordinator Claire Slatter
Tel: (644) 4764148
Email: claire.slatter@gmail.com

RESEARCH COORDINATORS

Research Coordinator of Political
Economy of Globalisation:

(rifer Sem

Tel: 91-80-26003076

Emml: pita@imb.ernet.in

I Research Coordinator of Political
Economy of Globalisation (Trade):

Mariama Williams

Tel: 561655 0858]

Email: mariamawi@hotmail.com

Sexual and Reproductive Rights:
Sonia Corréa

Tel: (65.21) 2223- 10470

Email: somacorrea@globo.com

Political Restructuring & Social
Transformation:

Viviene Tavior

Tel: 27-21 650 3482

Email: tavlor94@iafrica.com

DWW ISE DR

NOVEMBER, 2007

AWN Informs is published by Development Alternatives with Waomen for a MNew Era
(DAWN) as a networking tool for its members. DAWN is an autonomous inter-
regional organization of the South which acts as a network and catalyst advocating
alternative development processes that emphasise the basic survival needs of the world's
people, particularly women and children of the South countries.
Subgeriptions for printed version: Free to women based in the South. Friends based in the North
are asked to make an annual minimum contribution of US$ 20.00. Please notify any change of

REGIONAL CODRDINATORS

Africa: Anglophone: Afua Hesse, Ghana
Tal: (233) 24 437 0425

Email: ahesse@ghanatel.com.gh

Africa: Francophone: Fatou Sow, Senegal
Tel: (221-820 03 55)
Email; fatousowiEsenton.sn

Caribbean: Judith Wedderburn, Jamaica
Tel: 876 929 88748
Fax: 876-968-9260

Email: wed_jud@vahoo.com

Latin America: Celita Eccher, Uruguay
Tel: (+5982) 4080088 [ 401
Email: dawn@repem.org. uy

Pacific: Yvonne Underhill-Sem, New
Zealand

Tel: (649) 373599 ext, 82311: Fax: (649)
3737411

Email: y.underhill-sem@auckland.ne.nz

South Asia: Kumudini Samuel, Sri Lanka
Tel: 94-11-2650201

Email: kumudi@sltnet.lk

South Enst Asia: Gigi Francisco,
Philippines

Telefax: (+63) 2-435 - 9229
Email: jfranciscof@me.edu.ph
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DAWN (Development Alternatives with
Women for a New Era)

PO Box 3663, UNICAL Post Office
Calabar, Cross River State, Nigeria
Email: info@dawnnet.org

Webgite: www.dawnnet.org

.

You are welcome 1o use or reproduce any material from
DAWN Informs, but please cite the source as DAWN
(Development Alternatives with Women for a New Era).
This issue of DAWN Informs is available on DAWN
website: www.dawnnet.org
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