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introduction

Confronting the crisis in Latin America: women organizing for
change seeks to examine the effects on that continent of the profound
economic, social and political crisis of the past several years, particularly its
effects on the lives of women in the region.

A series of articles prepared by women researchers organized by DAWN
explores how the crisis and the policies enacted by governments to confront it
have changed the living conditions of women. In particular, the authors show
how women's fulfillment of their traditional role as provider of basic family
needs has left them overworked and poor. They also examine how women'’s
subordination has aggravated the effects of the crisis in their lives. These is-
sues are analyzed as they occur in different facets of women’s lives, in dis-
tinct countries and among women of different social classes.

The analysis presented here, however, shows not only the effects of the
crisis and government policies on women, but also reveals how women have
responded by creating new forms of participation in many types of organiza-
tions, among them subsistence organizations and the feminist movement.

This publication was coordinated by Development Alternatives With
Women for a New Era (DAWN) whom we thank for the opportunity to dis-

seminate their thoughts through our Women’s Book Series. We also thank
Virginia Vargas, Director of the Centro de la Mugjer Peruana, Flora Tristdn
and coordinator of the “Women'’s Movements and Visions of the Future” Pro-
gram of DAWN, who compiled this publication.

We hope that “Confronting the Crisis”, Women'’s Book Series 1988/2,
contributes to a greater understanding of these issues and encourages new

ways of achieving development in Latin America which take into account
women’s needs for justice and equality.

Isis International Team, December 1988
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evelopment Alternatives with Women fora New Era (DAWN) was formed byagroup
of researchers and feminists in Bangalore, India in 1984. The women, meeting for the
first time, a platform the impact of the world crisis on poverty
in the Third World aswellastheeenualmiewamenplayedinthemsls,aspmvidem
of basic necessities for their families, The platform, now in the form of a book, is in
its second edition, and is published in English by the Monthly Review Press, It is
entitled Development Crisis and Alternative Visions: Third World Women's Perspec-
tives. A Portuguese edition has just been issued by the editorial “Espaco e Tempo”
in Rio de Janeiro. -

: rt DAWN received in Nairobi encouraged the up to seek continuity and expand
their contactspg;"fo a network, establishing a rotating seg;ariat and electing a council made
up of members from s regions of the world.

DAWN, as a network, opted fora system of palﬂdlguon inwhich individuals could contribute
according to their potential and interests. Althou network is not made up of institutions,
DAWN participants generally use their institutional affiliations to support the network. Forexample,
the Secretariat resides for a period until November, 1989, in the Instituto Universitario de Pesquisas
de Rio de Janeiro (IUPERJ) (Rua Paulino Fernandes 32, Rio de Janeiro R}, Brazil).

DAWN made the decision to create regional research ups with coordinators in charge of
identifying and gathering together researchers who are working on DAWN’s rity themes. In
addition, sub-networks are being formed in the various ns. first al group to organize
ammsthe[atmwmnetwwk. which was aided by the fact that the DAWN Secretariat
isl in the region. Similar meetings are organized in Africa, Asia (South and Southeast)
and the Caribbean. Because resources are ins cient to organize large meetings, DAWN is also
maintaining connections with other national and reigdional research networks which are already in
existence and which work in similar ways. This avoids duplication of efforts and gives DAWN the
opportunity to take advantage of existing resources.

In its analysis of poverty, DAWN's foundinwoup established two priorities for research:
“The Impact of the Crisis and the External Debt on Women and Food and Energy Production” and
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“Women’s Movements and Visions for the Future”. These two themes are not being undertaken as
a separate research project by the network; rather, the network hopes to identify individuals working
on these issues and promote communication and interaction among them.

DAWN not only encourages women to carry out research in these areas, it seeks to make this
information available to women’s movements and to call the attention of governments and organiza-
tions in charge of formulating public policies to these issues. DAWN is aware of the need to design
development policies which meet peoples’ needs, rather than policies which promote “cumulative”
growth that accentuates social inequalities. DAWN tries also to highlight the struggle of women in
meeting the basic needs of their families and communities. Thus, the researchers offer a context in
which to interpret women’s everyday lives and the ways in which they can obtain better nv&nﬁ
conditions. While many social movements have formed alternative visions of development, DA
seeks to identify these movements and critique them from a feminist perspective.

In order to disseminate the results of this research DAWN is implementing other projects. One
of these provides training for researchers. To do this DAWN is establishing contacts for exchanges
with various programs which offer classes in Latin America, such as the programs of CEPAL
(Economic Commission for Latin America) and CLACSO (Latin American Council for the Social
Sciences), the Interdisciplinary Program in Women's Studies of the University of Buenos Aires, and
the program being developed in IUPER)J, the site of the DAWN Secretariat, for DAWN participants
from Latin American and African countries who speak Portuguese.

One of DAWN's priorities is to establish contact with organizations dedicated to the education
of women who participate in social movements and who would be interested in the research being
carried out by the network. One initiative of this type which took place recently was a training
program for women offered by CEAAL (Latin American Council for Adult Education). Members of
the feminist movement with experience in training participated in the discussion of the results ofthis

rogram.
. smA study program about the crisis has also been developed by Socorro Ramirez for women who
participate in various social movements. This program arose out of a strategy designed to communi-
cate and disseminate the results of DAWN research to a wider audience. It sought to stimulate the
development of teaching materials for the discussion of research findings.

Theinternational coordinator of DAWN is participating inalegal research project being carried
out by the South Commission, an advisory organization for non-aligned countries. DAWN has also
maintained contacts with United Nations organizations to obtain data on the regional level, from

ups such as the Women’s Division of CEPAL, or from other organizations, such as UNICEF and
the ILO.

DAWN is also studying ways to broaden participation in the Network. You can collaborate by
sending information about research, training and communication materials which have to do with
DAWN's priority research themes to the Secretariat or to the research coordinators whose names
follow. Another way for you to participate is to send DAWN your thoughts and opinions about
ongoing research projects in Latin America, of which some information is provided in this issue of
the Women’s Book Series. >

The Network does not have resources to finance research and thus functions only as a catalyst
for research and for the development of training, communicationand teaching materialsand reviews.
The Bulletin MUDAR Informa (DAWN Reports) includes a bibliography about the crisis and
women’s movements, as well as news about the Network. DAWN is also planning an interregional
meeting which will ho y enable many more women to participate in the work. Resources for
the Secretariat and DAWN activities have been provided by the Ford Foundation, the governments
of the Netherlands and Norway, FINIDA, the Rockefeller Foundation, the Government Fund of
Nairobi for NGO activities, IDRC and anonymous donations. :
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Caufmntmg the crisis in Latin America: women organiz-
. ing for change seeks to examine the effects on that continent of
- the profound economic, social and political crisis of the past
several years, particularly the effects of the crisis on the hves

of women in the region.

A series of articles prepared by women researchers or-
ganized by DAWN explores how the crisis and the policies
enacted by governments to confront it have changed the living
conditions of women. In particular, the authors show how
women’s fulfillment of their traditional role as provider of
basic family needs has left them overworked and poor. They
also examine how women’s subordination has aggravated the
effects of the crisis in their lives. These issues are-analyzed as
they occur in different facets of women's lives, in distinct
countries and among women of different social classes.

The analysis presented here, however, shows not only the
effects of the crisis and government policies on women, but
also reveals how Latin American women have responded by
creating new forms of participation in many types of organiza-
tions, among them subsistence organizations and the feminist
movement. Through these movements women are learning
not only to survive,but to overcome discrimination and

ion, and to better know and understand themselves
and the possibilities for change in their lives.




