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SUMMARY / INTRODUCTION

Itis worthy to note Mmmwavmm mDAWN
because asworld's economic production struciures stand, mnenandmds
are still being left out in the confizumtions of the global economic dynamics
largely dominated by men. Socialised: mapﬂmm:hal context, thrustunw
has remained deplorable over the years, Ithas been difficult for instance,
to turn their lives around, despite the immense sacrifices and hard work
that has been put in by feminists in the African region. The challenges
feminists and the women themselves need to surmount to bring about the
desired ¢hanges are still on the increase and are bmam: ng more complex
and sophisticated by the day. There ﬁagmmngnmnhﬁrnfsyndmalﬁ
using the Intérmet, for example 0 penetrate our communitics to recruit
and traffic with our girls for sale as sex slaves and other similar exploitative
jobs. The Struetural Adjustment Palicies have continued 1o take their toll
on women of all ages, generating adverse impact on their health and
development. The Western manipulations of our region in the name of
democracy, free trade. and other policies have continued 1o interfere with
ournational and regional progrummes and priorities; distracting our Imdcm
The region has been plagued equally with poar leadership, nrremm:bl:
governments, misappropriation of national resources, etc. These misdeeds
have been-summarised into “globalisation.” New forms. of religious
" fanaticism are being introduced under the cloak of glubailsmmn 1o sedate
the people agninst every drive for critical consciousness,

Globalisation has laid more burdens on we}nm“uhmu improving
their status, even though they hawmc.rcamnglyhemm: breadwinners and
sometimes heads of households, as & result of massive retrenchment
affecting the predominantly male work force. The woman has made
immense contributions towards the survival and harmony of the family
and the community, but these noble contributions have ot carned her any
improvement in her status. She is still bogged down by low status in her
family and community. She has no control over her body and her life, she
isvoiceless in all decision-making processes within th;fannlymd outside
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the home. The possibilities of vulnerability and exposure fo violence il
disease, including HTV/AIDS are higher,

This unnatural situation has contintied to catise feminists W dsh
themselves How effective they have been in their work-as activists in the
campaign for women's rights, health and development.  {t-has beeni more
thin  half @ decade simce the major world conferences, which brought
womien’s issues to the front burner, The Beijing FWCW; the ICPD; Cairo
WSSD, etc: and onic may ask. what hos become of CEDAW. that all the
countries in our region have mafified? | gimge
' Tt wis in this light that the Development Alternatives with Women
for o New Era. DAWN Africa Region organised an African Regional
Meeting on “Envisioning Africa in 8’ New Way." ‘The foram which took
place in Zanzibar, Tanzania in February 2001, initiated the:process for
areater accountability and radical restructuring of oppressive institations

oredaler
by commitment to engaging in policy-changing inftiatives. © - 1

7 T meeting noted that much of the problems-of the South, Africa
in particular were fargely due to globalisation which has led to the
penetration of the nitional states by external forces compelling them o
patronise Western produets and Hfe-style as well us consumption patterns,
by the tendencies of the leaders of these nation states to accumulate and
‘misappropriste national wealth, leading to increased incidence of povesty,

‘especially among wortienr.  Other issue$ include those of the girl-child

who has still not been dccommodated within the context of sogial
development policies. Lack of education. employment, early marriage

“and its attendant consequences as well as the various forms of gender-

based violence; hermfl traditional practicés and gender inequality have
‘remained her plight. Participants uf the jaruny therefore, came up with
recommendations on how 1o address the various issues, Theyalso proposed

hew strategies and activities through which women’s skills could be

sl R |
" "One major breakthrough though. was the positive debate in
L
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appreciation of DAWN analysis in establishing linkages between economic
justice, gender justice. sexual and reproductive health and rights.

environmental hazards as well as good governance/democracy. The debite
also recognised culture, tradition and religion as cross-cutling issues
running through the sub-thémes.

5.1
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Welcome and Keynote Address
Envisioning Africa in a New Way

By Bene Mudunagu
Very distinpuished Participanits.

It §% my great pleasure o welcome vou all 1o Zanzibar for this
consultitive meeting of networks in Alrica. | consider this meeting very
timely o we face the contradictions of glebal pulicies of male-domimated,
profil-ofiemed enterprises catled “globulisution".  As @ result, lrge
proportion ol our people now live in poverty. Women are particulucly
disadvantaped as they fuge various forms of vioknce in uddition to the
adverse mpuct of the socio-cconomic and political effects of globalisution.
Clobatisition 75 churscterised by the unequal pluyers - north aneh south=
where the south i3 the weaker of the players,

U the exchanges thut constitute the process ol globafisation, miny
African leuders have constituted the fins aned ermnd boys of Eutope and
Americy the stronpegol the players, and mortgaged our resources un these
new forms of colontulismand imperialism. Our currencies have continyed
to get devalued at incredible rates with attendant inflation and despening
F"!‘I'EHFL 1% T ¢ s I 7 1
While évervone here s engaped tull lime in vanious programmes
within our organisations amd networks a the local. national, regionul and
tlobat fevels towards alleviating the near barbarie conditions-in which the
under-privileged live and who incidentully form the mujority. in our
Commuities. otr leaders are negotinting away our resourceswnd becoming
experts il changing constitutions 10 perpetikile theirrule. '

' Tons of fund¥ ureexpended every now und then by our governments
lo attend various regional. sub-regional. and ‘globul meetings und
conferenees. Tn the Tast decude, we have had global conferences such as

1



the N Conference I}m’irgnmt i Ii)ewl{qnnem {(LINCED) 1992 in
Rio. World Conlirence on’ Hipaan Rights, Vienmi 1903, Internationa
Conference on Population and Development. €iira 11995, Habitn
Conference. 1stanbul 1996, ete. Most leaders were signatories 1o the
consensus documents: of these meetings. The review process of the
conferénces tipged “+57 have been, or are being held. In these processes,
progress has been made by women activiste/researchers and their male
ullies in formulating policies 1o address the imbalunce insocial, economic
and politieal structures that 171t in favour of men who are ut the tp while
wormeh ure ut the botom . This is despite the fut that women's role huve
clinged ‘over time and most have become sole breadwinners given the
spite b retrenchmienty of their spouses. vet they hiuve menally continued
i3 mumlm-ima traditional status. ispite of changing mipﬂ“md
i What hnsmvnung” Wmﬁ!mmm&& wuldmakc ﬂmdlﬂi‘:m

Whatt pogitive results hive been achieved in the varipus progrmmes we
have enguged in? Ave-the results-commensarate Wwith our imputs? Are
there things we should hive done differently? WHI focusing on, polities,
economie policies. cte. nlone change the situation? What else needs to be
done Wvenhunce positive results of dar work? Wha renlities persist in the
lives of our girls-und women? How eender-semsitive are development
dumun wmﬁm‘a mum” Dn we k:mw umm@,h i make a diflerence”?

“’ﬂ“ﬁﬂ*ﬁ'ﬂlﬂmﬁ AS HUMAW RIGH’I‘\

‘Even though most believe that women’s flghts ars human mzhh
it thye girl-child bs wtill made 1o go through the painfil risky and humiliating
femaile-genital mutilution. I she survives, shegets urine retention. painiul
urinution, puinful menstruation: chranic pelvic-infection. ete.  And she
iy even end up with intertifity or: dﬂwlnp munp%maﬂm%b:hlldbu‘lh
that may lead to-death. 00

Asit prowiing youth, lhcguimhtldmﬁﬂl ml'uﬁ‘shailu &i:n.n‘m». '.\ii:dt
Fietude trafficking, child labour. such as hawking in the streets., sexual
assaull and getting ‘exposed to. HIV/AIDS: eto, Abortion i out-of the
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question beanse-it i ilegal.  Her life remains unsafe even when she
chooses 1o keep the pregnuney tterm, - She. may experience profonged
labour resulting in injuries such as reeto of vesico vazinil listiila because
she is rot mature-coough for pregnancy. Conseguently. young girls are
often-lefi with no other choice than clandestine asd unsate shortion wnd
this has continued to take its 101l on girls-in our fegion. manifesting in
infertility, and sometimes. death. - In Nigeria. for instanee. abartion
compheations contribute 10:more than 50% cases of maternal mortality,
© We must admit that women have done injustice 1o themselves in
the progess of ncting ow imposcd patrigrchal values that they have heen
socilisedinto regarding as unchiangeablée: natural taditional, cultural and
m.ﬂﬁgjﬂﬂs; 1Ly i, TR e v sk
Poverty resulting from harsh cconomic policies. has continued to
contribute to-poor school enrolment of the-girl-child, Research findings
have established the direct correlation between education and employment
opportunitics sad witheut education, the girl-ehild. remuing undervalued
throughout her life span: For those who remain 1l gesduation. they roam
the streets year after yoar insearch of jobs and some would end upin
prostitution for survival. This happensin the face of enough resources for
the govermment to make life better for its youths, especially, the yirls,
They fail to do so as a result of poor management, misprioriisarion, and
primitive uceumulative propensity of the: neascolonialist stute and
globalisation. T hese have continued to deepen the gap between the poor;
theunder-priviteged. mostof whom are women, and the very few rich
o Krime rates are on the inefease and the level of inseeurity is-very
high. ‘The-rich in wanting 10 get richer continue 1o loot the astional
resources while some even hecome drug barons. using young people as
teaffickers.: Young people become vulnerable because they areunemployed,
' In other instances the rulers would employ divide and ruletactics
to-keep the poor disorganised and fighting among. themselves, Ethnie,
religious and political wars have become wide spread and are-fuclled by
the ruting class who look the other way as the killings continue. . Wamen
pay dearly with their bodies as they get raped or with their livesand their



children’s when they are cought in the cross fire of wars:

It is interesting that sometimes when we talk about women's rights.
weare deeused of bringing foreign ideology to Africa, since Affican culture
s supposed 1o exclude women’s rights. But African women in our
communitics in their lyrics ind songs continue w portray themes that border
on oppression and violence against them. African women activists merely
give 3 voice 10 the rich. dynamicand boundless energics that represent-the
relitivs of the lives of women in the continent

Afriean women have demonstrated and have been involved in
diverse vibrant strigeles for liberation for centuries and they have persisted
in these strugeles because of their lingoring beliefs inthe inevitability of
change for the betterment of . We draw from the strengths of poor
Africun women und their expericnces in coping with impacts of harsh
policies linking politieal cconomy with the rights of women to-develop
altermutive paradigms 1o those of the Bretton Woods Institutions.

The above scenario induced DAWN African Region to design
stritegies and involve networks within the region to share experiences
and build o gommon front to hirness our encrgies iy a new way foranew
vision for Africa. We need an integrated and collaborative approach o
impact on policy and practices for more effeetive and sustainable changes
L oeear. 33

Development Alternatives with Women fora New Era, DAWN is
a neiwark of activists/rescarchers cnpaged in research analysis: from a
gender perspective and documentation. in consultation with women on
vitriows dspects of economy, politics. health, ere. - Recently. DAWN has
focused on four thermatic issues, including globalisation and wrade: sexual
and reproductive Beulth und rights and gender justice covering the health
seelor, restructuring as well a$ sustainable livelihood and pulitical
restrocturing and social transformation at regional and global levels. The
current priority is the lfinkages among these themes and henee the need
foor building allianees. collaboration und partnerships for more effective
Tmpact. nts

©DAWN was inspired tochold this meeting with the vision to create

4



a pan-African conlition of networks to mobilise the civil societics to change
inequitable social. econtomit. political and gender relations, towards good
governance in Altican states. DAWN hopes w achieve 1his through a
pun-Adrican unalysis ol global, regronnland national processes. developing
paradigms, and also o mlvocate for and inlluence policies wwards sociul
re:arur:iuﬁng forgender and social justice using the outcomes of this forum.

i)hmnws ol the mmﬂngm sﬁmﬁw

* Toprovide a forum for African networks ln»:tlmmuxpmmm und
analyse the existing global environment = social: political. econonmic
-"as they affect the livelihood of Africin peoples, especially, mur-
women

* ' Toereme o lorum for better tm};tmrﬂmnmd understanding between
nelworks in Africa working for Similar goals on good governance,
miﬂmmumi‘eﬂwﬂm amtmd gender j ]tmim& e

* Toestublish Hokages between I.In: nuemll poliey envmment]‘
framework, including discussions on present developmentu]
stratevies and globalisation: trade liberulisation. gender
diseriminution, sexual and reprodictive health and rights of African
women

Finalty, | recommend thilt we conscientise women by developing

Iraining setivities that will ussist them overcome the patriarehal values

they have Tone Titernalised father than blaming them. as has often béen

the case. We should build gender sensitivity inall our programmes and
training. This should bean intportant aven of focus for us.and our allies in

Afriea.individually und us s collective: 1t ismy hope that this presentation

will apen up the debute and process that will help in a more effective way

fur the continent, in evolving new paradigms of development. political
economy uid true d&mwy ﬂ'ﬂtl will engundt:rmminnh!: delivery off
wender and social justiee.
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Since independence. the state has been the subject of debuate in
political, trade union; and scientific cireles as well as in the-press and the
public. African scientific studies on the theme are-rich and ubundant.
However,, uuﬂmagmu:hm been suid on the gender of Iimsm and (he
roles played by the differeot sexes. r

., During meetings, organised over. lh\: liﬂH um-:;.r years. both
hngluphﬁnu und Fruncophone specialists have discussed the evolution of
the state, from the colonial period to the independence e Also. purt of

the discussions has oflen been that of the impact ol coluiisation on (he
powet structure, social formations, conceptions, ¢omtent and-mede of
evolution of pre-golonil, colonial and contemporary pawer. sociological,

cultural and politica] implications of nution-building and the power of
Adeologies, The crisiy facing the state in Africa was w majortheme: the
bﬂl.iﬂcﬂ ul'p-:m er hetween the state and the social forges. the gthnic roups.

democratic alternatives. political pluralism, universal sullrage, sational
of sub-regional integration, and. nowadays, tede, imbalances and
dependence. the weight of the world market. debl resolution ol armed
confliels. democtaey and good governanes:. Howsver, the sad truth is
th,m 10 the studies curried out essentially by men, listle sttention. il at all
any, wits paid to the rsajor issues highlighted by the debates on women
issues initiated by the United Nations,

- With regard to studies.on l.hrsiﬂt. pulmw um.!u the -:ha!lmggs of
dl.mm.m; muny do continge 1o ask the question is 1 the need for studies,
which would tike gecount.of gender issues, Many reseurchers sgree that
um;zamanb-.uml;mdm -.Jmeemm bl nokin tenms of gender, equality
Between sexesand social justice. However, feminist criticism which has:
generuted new ideas in this area all over the world, hus contributed (o

&



reveal the origin of the inequality between the sexes and how it 1s extended
and ¢ven strengthened within the political system. Uis importint W ush
ourselves questions on the political nature of the unequal relations between
the sexes and o redefine the concepts of state. political power. and ¢ivil
society from 4 difercnt poinf of View, taking info aceountthe social relations
change the unequal power relations. o
| he different studies on the state m Atrica have, 45 we say earlier,
apened up vast areas for investigation, They deal with the role of the state
in the definition of the public sector. which is controlled by the mep or of
the private sector where both men und women fiave 10 struggle 0 control
power. They are interesied in the role of the welfiire state nd its social

policies, ete, They touch on the effects ol the international division ol

labour and the activitics of multinationals on social farmations und their
ecanomics, ihe globalisation of ccongmiey and poficies.
‘Population policies aré syndnymous with pofiticil control of fmiin
‘teproduction and, reduction in the number of births, and more directly,
concerning women, their sexuality aind their Jenihiy. 2uSe
_Inasense, theretore. such policies constitute develbprent Simtegics
detined by the state, pdlicié_&iﬁﬁiﬁiﬁ have more ellects on he women sihice
they represent political altempts Lo conlrol women's sexuality and their
el : SR TRET N

1o whal extent do

!];lr: democratic process and 1he iberalisation of

the economies, a5 we dre Witnessing them today 1n Senegal, Cote d'IVoIre,

the Congo Democratic Republic, Algerid and Kenyi. adeqidtely Like

accounst of the peculiar needs of (he women”? 130 huntin rights 1S delined
in Alfica cover the pights of the women? . O I

I he doubts cast on the policies aimed al involving womien in the
developmient process have led to the question bs 10 the real significance ot
the development strategies and on their lendency (o increase the mequalities
between classes and the sexes. By ruising qiiestions on the retations
between, and the roles of the dillerent sexes. these strilegies have led to
questions being asked as 10, the gender of the state. And what about the

T



mapu:l the structural ndJushnmL policies and globalisation ure hnving on
woren, their wark. and ihttrﬂwn:uﬂmgﬁ:mlb responsibililies. due to the
pauperisation of men? The economic alisution of the women. the
st thitt i larger proportion of the pnnr is made of women. and that the
poverty alleviation pr!:tgnmn}:&'huw all been the subjects of heated debates
within nationul and international women's. assmumlms. have made such
qur.:slmn'-‘. hecessary,
 Ihe sttes of party- stites in Alrica thus Bavea crueral rale to ply.
In this regard, the political ¢ uuthorities and their administeitions have. on
behall” of the state, been ]‘!frnml.'lllﬂ_;._. policies. struleies. plans and
progrummes, which involye their citizens and more particularly women,
The political or rchgtmls ldt'i.ﬂﬂbiﬁﬁ they. f.e]}r upon o design dev clopment
policies huve very precise ideas on the rul_eﬁz: 10 be played by (he 1wo sexes.
I he standards and faws which the pohucm depend onand which form
the busis of their pronouncements jllustrate how powertul ideologies cin
be. 15 the cliim by Western teminists that the state 15 patriarchal really
true? Or 18 0 secular or refigious, as claimed by Mastins in Africa, the
Arab world and .*"mm’ Ihe taeit or open appheation of Sharia faw.
pumtuiurh in states, which chum 1o be seculfiar. i3 w Souree ol concern 1o
us. Hu“uver lundamentalism is not Ilmﬂud to Iskan, I extends also lo
Christamty. |he same danger resides in the more insidions cultunl
!malu:mmlalwm often endorsed hy the state which advocates-a return (o
so-called authentic Alrican values. Does the Alrican state detend the
gﬂml guml or the good of a particulr group? Do the stiites defend their
oywn interests such as equal opportunities: coeducation and mixed
'mrlcmmu! and political groups? Lo they show any concern about the
division of labour und mqnumb"!xi:eﬁ afong the lings ol the cultural
representation of the social roles played by the sexes. m.ﬂ-.mg llnght:r the
_burden, uj women in families and the nec-.'l for llirrﬁ 1o reconcile their

I':u. mmnu;pumr}- ﬁa!c.g\ en the way it is structuredl. and 10 view
afits operitions and policies. crﬁltts. encourages und I'EPN)LIWES lnoqlmlﬁy
Men largely dominate its msillutluns. Ity policies rellect the male



domination of the lives of women. The Afnican women have Jost the
opportanity to participate nnd. the, tequired. degree of aulonomy, in the.
managementof these aspects of their lives They have been relegated (04
social sphere. which has become private. This, however, was a sphere,.
which wiss 2 centre of power, asphere where both family and social relations
man every authority, making: him the head both. from the legal and the.
religious points-of view. The situation is thus one in which we have a.
constitution which tatks of equality but admits a hierarchy based on sex,
mmm W“mﬂﬂdﬂhﬁm { | st T ik 1.. 0 i Bl
The exumple of the family has been used repeatedly in this paper
because it is the framework par excellence for the sexual and power
relations beiween its members. [t hosts hierarchical relations between
people of different sexes and ages, between wives in a plygamous
household, between mothers-in-law and daughters-in-law, sisters-in-law
and wives, psrents and their children, older and younger children, ete, I
is un environment. whese-the power of the state and its politics is
demonstrated most cleurly, The state, which passed laws on the relations
among individunls snd between individuals and the society, also passes
laws on family (elutions. The inequalities between the sexes found within
the fumily are hosed on relations endossed by the state, Such relations are
only reviewed within the framesvork. of administrative efforts o modemise
the society: requirement 1o record marmiages; births and deaths at the
regisiry, the requirement (o obtain & woman s consent before a marriage
can take place, ctie. When the state enacis laws on marriages, polygamy,
the britle price, the father's authority, abortion, divorce as against
repudiation; inheritance, ete. it either endorses or tries to reduce the
inequalities befween the sexes.
: Reproduction is the area where the state promoles the greatest
inequalities between the. sexes, The right of women to control their own
bodies, sexuality and fertility which has been a tapic of discussion at
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- numerous intemational conferences on women and an area where
considerable suctess was recorded it the Cuiro Conference on Population.
and Development, (1994); sli]] ru;nfrm eonstant Mggjt: by African
wamen.

Finally, fet mehtﬂlymmunn ﬂlﬁwh undertaken hyDAWN
over the last two to three years on alternative frameworks: for
develbpment; Markerisation of Governanee. This book centres essentially
round the political restructuring and so¢ial transformation 1hat have taken
place as a resuli of crises-all over the world. It deals with issues such as-
structiiral adjustdient policies, ‘demoeritic transitions, effécts of
globallsation on our econonies; politics and cultures and, let us be frank -
about it, on the advances made by women in these contexis.



MAKING HAY WHILE THE SUN SHINES

1y W By
Fatmua Alloo

As we enter this millennium. major issues continue to confront
Africa. 1he culture of pedee remains a sloganeering symbol as we withess
slaying of presidents: armed conflicts and the use of child=soldiers. sham
demoeracy, ere. Africa has slso busicd fself with the fssue of racisnt: a
conference 1s to tnke place soon in South Africa on racism. Africu has
been pre-accupicd by globalisation and refated issues s the people struggle
tor regain the might of the South and 10 rebuild the bargaining power they
ance had. Thus, here, in Africa, the concept of pan-Africanism reflses to
che, and the Orgamisation of Africon Unity (OALU) continues to impact
minor Kicks here and there.  The wake of the new millennium has also
‘witnessed the-attempt by the regional leaders to seck out one another in
ordertorevamp the lost unity. Suchis the ease of East African Community
(EAC) and the Gireut Lake region’s peace itiatives and struggles to come
‘together and resolve the crises in the Congo.

HOW DID WE GET THERE?

In the Cold War era, the South hud an identity. stature und dignity,
enabling members to stand (ogether as one bloe, They had a voice. operated
as o bloc and were non-aligned.  The L}rgm_:sumn ol African Tnity, the
Organisation of Petroleum Exporting Cotntries (OPECY), Southern African
Development Coordinating Commitice (SADCC), were some of the
cconomic and political blocs in Afiica. There werealso 4 few in Asin,
which applied trade pressures for equity i the globul economic power
arent. In the mid-1970s the South reached its peak powered up by the
actions of OPEC.

“This identity ereated a force, which made the North sensitive to
the existence of the bloc and to its issues. The politics of the use of language
to thrash out ditferences emerzed in thisera. Also, we began to héar terms
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like the “New. Economic World Order” being coined and used. In 1974,

Ciada sid VPEC member. Venezuela convened in Marts to chart out this
so-called new economic North-South order. The industrialised North had
come to the realisation that they were being confronted with the need to
ke developing countries” ngenda seriousiy across nringe ol issues. | hese
issues included the intemational monetary relorms, organisation of
commaodity markcets., voting power in the multiluteral financial instintions.
the sssuranee of an adequate transfer of adeguate resources to the
developing world. ete. As o result. reform hodies begun to be established
at the IMEF hesdguarters in Washington,

language changed in the development world: that is. the world of
donor agencies. Terms such as purtnership, co-cxistence. und mnpmﬁnnmm
were infroduced.

Lhese served as meclmlugmul 100ls to vent out pent up emotions
ol the people ol the South whe were fecling explotted, e 1979 Iranian
Revolution again confronted the economic and political power of the
developed world. but turned round 1o erode the power of the South,

I the cardy *B0s. two factors came o play, Firstly many developing
countries borrowed heavily from the intemationul prrvate banks fo finance
their balatiee of payment deticits. Sccondly, when these debis had
accumitlated, the LS, Federal Reserve rmsed itssinteresy mtes 1o Hht
domestic intlation, 1his hud a marked recession impaet globally. In 1982,
the Mexican pavment default led to o debr engis. Governments of the
South queved up at. Pais Club to seek debtrelict, - This debt crisis ook
ham and toreed the South to open up their doors 1o direct market econamy.
Liberalisation wits equated to demo-crafisation. Multi-partysm was pushed
down the throats of the developing world, This compromised the sutonomy
mcﬁeﬂﬂwﬂm of the nation states in the southern bloe. diminishing
their ub:uw to st us & body. The North lost nio time. One after the other.
the nation states began to fill prey to a glnbﬂlhed coonone system
controlled by LS., o sharp contrast with their status #n the carly post-
independernce er.

With the tall of qulm wall m I‘Nﬂ l,hu. Lam Wur tmmmn ended.
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with it, the sirtegic bargaining power of the deve |
Ut Lo, be replaced by & single superpowee. . Some el co-optation
were placed.in. arder o diso L the South, A major realignment took
place, Mexico was mrnprecl Ioto the \meri Fﬂ:cn.}mdcﬁm
JHM IAJ lh;auwim of Econonic Co-operation and Development
(OECD) in Pags. admitted South. Kores and. Mexito as members on
.Quudumrg, ugm; Meyicn gave up its membership of G77. This was.an

unmistakithle ﬂniﬂmﬂmmmmﬁhmm L
il L% : E}"‘fﬁfw“l he . expecially those Wit
Astronge pnlmwlwqm cluding E.mmma mbm.ﬂ'h#d into o ghetio, und
swere designated o heavil PGS, Furthermare,
the eold wind from North also hmu,ht wﬂh ita vhubble” cconomy in the
m;um_u!‘.glnﬁnh ition, A demand for free trde with open borders of the

m Whmmwmmmucﬂ to form
,, &am__ European Linion and came
¥ _lhwmm;iammﬁwmsoam;
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democracy. The process of glohalisation has continuously put the ruling
elite ymder pressure of depriving them of state resources as secn in the
sanctions often |m1,‘mad by the North. The North often uses md as a tool
for keeping the nation states in Africa in line.

Nation states in Africs dlso find themselves more ang more
alienated from their people: They scem to have Thad the ability to folfil the
aspiration for development an theit ownterms eurtailed. They continue to
use and deliver language of justice form above and impose it oflen times
undemocratically on their citizens. 'The states also increasingly turn to the
wse.of nrmed foreeto control forees of change. Those direetly affected by
the pmus and ﬂ'ﬁwﬁf ]mﬁm. feel cxcludcd. Asa result. some take
‘situntion nﬁn their mﬁ:ﬁﬁﬂs, ‘culminating into mob violence or civil
wars: e

In Mnca:the Bim ﬂfrights has depended heavily on the arfificial

- 2 and interpretations of the fow. resulting
adictions 'mwmdmgs on rights issues are going
eing lootes f’sfils:usw:ﬁummd their allies. sometimes

ey only to voting, while people
or h icilities. A lot of resourees
on mnpmgmudelmhmm“ﬁmmmns
es. People are forced 1o produce what they
n Wﬂwydqngt produce. all in the name of
) . :
Do WE%M wavmkw.mm -

~ Globully, the history of black Aﬁ'huhsplnyadammarm!a in

making and shaping idéologics. In the carfier emy :poc
notion of face was comfortably adopted und practised. Slavery was
} [ by them*ofmﬁ:‘hﬁgahmﬂ control of a people and

their exploitation which, given the right direction, were worth the effort,
for they produce profit. Race was the ideology of the market econony
then. That er passed 1 the struggle of civil rights and anti-apartheid
mmﬁmmrﬁﬁlm formal documents. As we came 10



wmmmwmﬁm@m@zry mmmhMur
the growing centrality of culture as an explanatory tol, Differences
people were attributed in cultural forms. Rmrupiun&a&tmmm
ideology. Fmﬂehm&iﬁmmmﬂwm&mnmmcﬂw
hackgrounds, Yﬂ%{?pﬁmmﬂw lace and dignity of'a local eulture,
it is least re nrprdib&tﬁwriﬂi’tﬂﬁﬁlﬁl?hﬂmﬁsm states.

The inherited state machinery as it exists now is lpcapﬁble of
prntncnng this rich ﬁmlasc without ﬁnﬁummknkl}‘ changing its

e %uth African Conatitution, the newest in Africa for instance,
has paid some attention to this fact, in lerms of recogising the African
customary law of the an"l} and pﬂmnnl Taw in its constitution and in
that sense, given culture 4 space and position formally ul national level
Of eourse difficulties arise when these ciistomary l:tws come in direct

“conflict with the Bill of Rights ey on the issue of ]101\'31!11}‘ lohalo-
brideprices o name 4 few. which are classitied forms of Kinship and social
parcathood. I}u: nation ﬁ!mu in A}m:n have Inhmmdu Western cultural
al Inu. value and thus their tuilure 10 d:[m.r to ﬂ‘.lEtr ﬂwn -,iumns In
many cases. 1 present day Africa, it takes a political action to create the
legal space for positive social change. The politeal struggle presently
waged in |usizania based on constitutional reform 1€ & case in point.
~ Many global social movements :mnnmﬂs the culture of black
punp!c as u symbol of resistance and mpuwm:nt At example of this
15 the role jizz has pl’a}. wd in the camnival culture. around the world s well
as the reggac music, und other art forms. A renowned artist Tike Picasso
used African mask to muke his statements.  There are the wiggiey. rich
white kids who use black rap culture to rebel agamst their parents in the
West. ‘The recurrent thread here is the use of black cultural forms as symbols
of resistance, whereas the daunting reality is the fact that it is yet to uplift
the black people themselves.

As a people we are yet to work out our own development paths
within the rich cultural heritage we have. As long as we do not know our
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putentials and recognise our strengths rooted in our history, we shall

continuety be shuffled ubout. This is.n cpimmr: M' the pl icht ufn worman,
‘with lnya:s upon Jayers of oppres:

She remains cnnﬁmed and cﬂn“tfrm:s to suffer abuse mf.:ntaﬂ*r and

physiclly. She t's"lmapahfr: of caming round on her own ‘hecause ,sﬁl, 1s

prr:nccu]ntﬂ leh keeping | t};u: :h&ld'ren from stanrmg_. One da;r. a E’m

awakens her to her own dignity and her Aght 88 4 persan nd she stops

L'r}mgm'ld llwukcﬂs 10 the larger issue, With this comprchension, there is

no holding her back. Violation of her dtgnm the slap. w-:n’tunllv

‘culminates into a revoll We need 10 do more in order {0 sec this clay
But then, couldi itbe that this revolt rooted in ity 0wl identity. gives
A hﬁc tnﬁbt@:rfnrcc" Could it be that once awnkened. Africa will o full
f’h:ngth to. mlvngw jtself, und the South. of the North and that it wﬂl also
arise o its own the way the civil rights movement did”!

: Cintil then gh:halismnn can mntmmmmjoy the fmage of a Masai
m s u,dwtﬁtnmbm&, w’llh a Nokia mu!'nktp]mm. 10 his ears.. This hﬂage
may be sexy to a global }npp.‘.r audience, but we arc aware that sex is a
ptmmt loree. 15 unpm!m:lci it ¢an devour the very existence of Tite. und

“in this sense it s short-ived! Thus, when ‘slobalisation trics fo &m‘ﬁ" in
indigenous culture, the awakening 10 cultural rights does begin. and an
existence of a people i iy its tull diggnity arvses s Wits the case of (‘h:aﬁmul'
Mexieo,
Byt in the meantime, the North, with s gtnbnﬁsauun ﬁag. and its
exclusion policy heavily guarded through its armed forces of the kind we
saw in Davos. Smmcﬂam! 4t the Economic and Social I nmm can continue
'tcr make }my wh’fc ﬂu: sun shmﬁx'
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WOMEN'S HEALTH AND GENDER ISSUES: POWER |
RELATIONS IN THE HIV/AIDS PANDEMIC IN AFRICA

'ﬂjt
Dr Afua Hesse

WHERE WE ARE COMING FROM! — -
Gender awireness and sensitivity has become very topical in the

last few years more sivas it is now realized that the term gender, trnscends
the mere fact of maleness or femaleness. Gender incquity, unequal power
relations' start enrly i most African countries, I some eatintries, this
phentmencn dates ltom the-birth ol the individual. In Chanw, when a
woman s baby, the father i5 asked whether he had i Fuman or'a goat.
Nowadays, it is said in Jest but it tidd have an ongie, Thisis just the start,
The lemale of the homo-sapiens species has beclt. 1o Tar oo long.
neglected. overlooked and evidently tken for granted. Thisis in spite ol
the faet that she 1 nlso responsible for beirmg the other half of the species!
' i generally aurecd that children ure our futume, yel gender
imequalities can be seen withisy Uhe socio-cilulrl patteris in the country.
How s lten wiil-lm-m.-pﬁmﬂ‘ﬂw loed notbe wiven to the male in
preference (o he fepmle” This comtinues fight throueh 4dulthood when

e bkt Lets the Chowest cats. tollowed by the children, with mother
1 The girl-child under these circumstances: starts ol disadvimtuged.

her bram 18 pooriy developed, fier growth is stunted. and she is andemic

uptillher reproduetive vear when she needs o hisve enough stores of fron

1o on to herdevelopimg baby. She produces chikiréls whe themselves

areandemie, and the evele continues: '

In Kenyu, we hear of i ‘Yotng male studert boastine aboul his
ability to humitiate femuate students. Hisspecitlty was in embracing and
fondling them with or wilhot their consent. When it wits pointed ot to
him that this constitated hurassment. he wiss quick to say: ™ 1 am licensed
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to-embrace women and every lady knows that.” This kind ofanogance is
unfortunately not rare. - In quite a number of ouricountries. this woukl
appear to be the attitude of nuany male students.

It Is quite popular for male students to believe that when a woman
says “na she means “ves” and they re cenuinely surprised when they
realise that this is not so. In these. sf.ﬂiﬂ:_lgﬁ A woman s perceived as being
“a parasite” on the Mnancial resources of o pmn, Shie is expected 10 show
her appreciation 1o a4 man by giving him sexual favourss und: for some
women, this is an expected reward for help given by a mon

Women. who are working towards: improving themselves by higher
education, face a hostile social and cconomic enyironment in their civil
life.

Studhes have shown thal femuale students am olten depressed. lack
contidence. assertiveness and self-esteent.  They olten lack sell-
management sKitls. negotiption skillsand are ollen in fnsulicent numbers
0 challenge male nbuse ol power i nstitulions:

 These form the basis lof unequal power relutions und often
deternmne the outcome of relahonships: when these turn sexual: Women
appenr o be conditoned right from chilldhood 10 aeeept the male as the
dontmant being who takes the tead and piakes the deersions: - This even
apphiesto “educated” women, z\llﬁr\mmmmmwﬁuﬁi&wm
they believe that a properly brought up girl mmmmmm
fell-powerless o change the tide, T e

Child sexual abuse. dchlumﬂn!mﬂwmnﬁﬂsﬁ many young
@irls do not complitin because very often, the perpetrators ure very baimiliar
lather figures synonymous with authority und power.  Fhese: girls are
stibsequently conlused when they are termed bnd when the ilrum
eventually comes out.

Fatuma Chege of the depaniment ol cﬁuﬂm at lhe Kmmn
University. Kenya. says. “Ciirls are compromised by therr navete and trust
of authority ligures rom babyhood right through primaey m.'undnt}
school... the authority figure 1s often mule nnd cannol be tatked at™

“Culture 1s the olten-used excuse lor behaviourshatare challenged,
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Culture 15 the excuse given lorpolypamy bemg dc.-c:.ptcd for males wmm:m
are even conditionad 1o secepl “sharimg ™ partner) but polyundey nist beimg
acceptable, Culture is responsible Tor widow inheritance being acceptable
and pmull,&cd in some countries, In some culiures, women are conditioned
to pecept male violence as the nurm-even us a sign of fove. The women
do not see 1ha1 in beating them. the man i showing hm power vver Thent.
They see it us d sign of love instead.

For many women. Sextal and reprodiictive rights huve become u
mirage, which they cannol exercise or claim due to dependency on‘men.
In the Curibbean. many women Havd put up with this and in the end. sphit
from relationships und have ended up h:.udmj: huuzu:hnh.l.'- and- hnnyn;__
up their familics alone. :

Wiirs, u!ﬁ“ltlﬁ n Mricu huve pmﬂdcd fora tor sexomnf abuse and
apportunities lor men m uhuw and exert physicil power over women.

IHE HIV/AIDS PROBLEM

Alnca is the continent. which currently has the greatest numbers
of people Ih g with ATDS ind nfected withs HW’ I3 1999 WEHIO estimited
that omt of =23 million HIV posilive persons in‘the workl.> 13 million
cases are on 5lw Alrican continént dlone and the majoriny of these are
wometL. It is tkso the continem with the gn:ntust wlection rates. In some
countries such 43 Bolswany. the rates are over 25% und rising. Wy 15
this o

i\rmmg_, all um: mades of trmsmission of HIV infection (Sexual
Iﬂlﬂmﬂumhtuhl or Blood product trunstusion with mfected blood: ucross
the placenta lrom ‘mother 1o ehild: infant breist feeding 1ron an miected
mother: sharig nfected needles: deep French kissing where there might
be mouth sores: contact with infected stool or urine On broken skin) the
commonest mode nl tansmission i Africa however is through muud
INtErcourse, which is where my introduction comes in.

The pawer relations mﬂmr discussed ibove play i very insportunt
rofe i the fast spread of the disesse. A woman who knows that hér partner’s
behaviour puts bier at risk 1 unable 1o negotute sater sex: this includes the
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use ol a4 male-or lemale condom for prolection. In some case, her refusal
ol sex nlmg_mha' in order 1o protect hersell, results in the violation ol her
bodily integrity. She is gither rped or buttered,

Furthermore. girls and women are more vulnerable 1 STDs. HIV
and AIDS due 1o their special anatomy, which facilitatey inlection. In
addition, the luck of control they have over the sexual habits ol their partners

makes it difficult for them (o influence the way and times they are infected
by promiscuous pasiners. These women do not have a say and are not in
a position o exereise control over their partners.

HOW DO WE MAKE A CHANGE?

There is no easy solution for a chungc because ingrained and dic-
hard attitudes are dillicult W change, Cuolture change needs o virtual
revolution and time. | hese are the necessary steps (o take luw&rds a change:
l, lmm fodebate 10 the public domain:, » f‘ 4

In Ghama att the very first sessional address o parhiament ol's Our nesy
president, be lalked aboul the need 10 izmr:g dhiscussions on sex (o the
public domuin s one of the ways of - demystlying ihe HIV/AIDS
Anlection. Uganda has made sirides m tis regard and mnn.imd to
peduce its rites steadily 1or a long period.

I'he WHO, UNFPA are now talkmg ol male involvement recognising
that Lhe wﬂuc ol unegual power relations between men und women
need 10 be discussed in the open-and uddressed s a problem. Men
need 1 be educated on women'’s issues, else women will continue Lo
suller gince men remuin the key decision-makers on most issues
ull‘m::mg women.

3, Bexul 4 feprodubtive Healih und fghts sducation,
A combinution of sexual and reproductive health rnghts i 1 necessary
b all levels starting very. early in lite

3. Civie Edueation,



What happens in the bedroom is often a reflection of what happens in

“the state. Civie education on rights imd duties 4% a eitizens is very

' impartant, 'Most of our country constitutions guarantee equality and

*freedom for both mien and women. This ean be taken tip atalt levels,

“especially at the level of clitbs™in schools where the vmg- edn be
caught early before they are conditioned negativeély! -

It can be reinforced ot adult education classes, where for some women
the knowledge may be enough to free them from ‘bondage.”

4. Peer discussion ford.
Encouraging debte on these issues uuil levels by ndolescents: Garls®
Power Initiative (GPI) 1h Nigerin s leading the way with girls. Lessons
in self-esteem cannot be underpiayed. Tdare suggest that boys should
ahﬂ-he-’fﬁﬁaﬂ-’in-mihﬁ ignorance wiil mol continug to be an exeuse.

5. A change in trnditional gendﬁ*mles

Also needed 5 a change in the-traditionul role of men asm:]l as the
role of women in soctety ind in the family in drder to gchieve full
equality of men und women. Gender stereotypes must be abolished
both by men and women. Cultural patterns. which have tended to
define the public realm as theman’s territory and confined the domestic
realm to the woman, have all worked at sustaining discrimination
based on sex. Culture is evolving and must be encouraged 1o change
with time. - Paradigm shifts must occur. Religion is often interpreted
to favour male domination and certainly in the Christian religion, this
was nof the intention of God. This is why the woman was created.
from the rib of o man not from & foot bone. In Kenya yesterday- o
widow who is HIV positive, whose husband died bl AIDS has five

: chﬂ&:ﬁnnﬂhasb&:nrqmlmdhyhﬂfnmﬂymulhusbmdsfamly
because she refuses to be inherited!! She is being penalized for refusing
tor spread the HIV virus. There is pressure of the fack of economic
independence for her to succumb for the sake of her children’s survival,
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6. Advocacy and lobbying.
We need Lo do more advecacy and lobbying. The struggle 1s fur from
over but-every little battle won s in the right direction. Men need to
“ beenlightened on women's1ssues otherwise women will continue to
suffer because men still remain the key decision-makers on most issues
affecting women,



By
Fatma Alloo

The basic intent is '
’ 'Fo empower Zanzibari women ecnnomically, socially and politically
Ceithier individually orin groups through the use of relevant
information from the Internct.

® o Tomake information secessible, computers will he made available

1 awithin affordable rates; (Mher countries’ experiences will be

tranglated into Jocal langaage and our focal experts will design
relevitit iformation packages: according to women's needs.

Zarzibar s anisland 30 kms of] the IndionOcean from the- Tanzania
mainband, 1t 15 made up of twe main istatds, Unguja and Pembi of which
e first (Uneaju) was o place where Women on the Net { WON) workshop
was held, s workshop was hosted: by Sustainable. Advancement of
Yianzibar (SAZ) ot the new Zunzibar Information lechnology Centre
(ZTTECY on 23th and 26th September 1999, The hosts are in the stone
fownarea vbthe (sinnd.

SAZ. another host of the women workshop is a locally-based non-
‘profit Organisation in Zanzibar that deals sith youth participation.
envirommental conservation, education and action lor sustainable
developmient. ZITEC, a siewhere the workshop was held isa newly
-established Information Technology Centee of SAZ.

The workshop was attended by & group of wemen from difterent
‘walksof lite to enlighten themselves onthe use of the Internet, (| hey were
from both the islands of Zanzibar i.e Unguin and Pemba, from the mural
and urban areas. and ol various vocations: - They included journalists,
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|mm' ”';_"; VIS B ) " Too ""-*' sand CBOs
mutm:.,dia ;mi'cﬁumﬂ%!_-- W IRARIERAS
1 idea of gathering these women was to introduce them o
the use m"&w.pua@g and 10 demystify the technology. 1t was also the
intention of the wurkshop 10 mﬂ#giuw the participants on the use of the
Internet. and how it can help them in their daily lives. The workshop
helped a 1ot in educating the women on the computer and its use. Zunzibar:
Women of the Net {mef INT was born out of this workshop.: Before
attending the seminar, they had vague idens of the Internet and its
udvﬂnmgn.ﬁ But the workshop helped to enlighten them more. and the
participating atmosphere of exe hﬂng,m;: idas made them realise that the
Jise of tomputer and the Internet is an important too for the development
of women, Fhey leamt that it is' not oaly u means of quick way ol
communicating. but o tool which-cmpowers women and gives them
cuntidence and total control of their lives. Thcy felt that the Internet could,
for instunce. help them in many ways: Such ax: siring their, viesvs on
findamentul isues affecting their lives and make thesr voices heard throughe
ihe New without fear of bume rebuked or feel ashamed,

They realised that through the Intornet. they can mw«..~ currant
intormntion on whit other women do-in other parts ol the world, und it
Fave istest trade informution which can:put them m the world of business.
Much information on education: politics. healthireproductive health,
Fashifon ind much more was made readily avaifable o them inan amizing
way. They ulso realised with faseination that they ean also order and buy
thinis through the Internet by having a credit Card.

- With the help of SAZ techmeal personnelisthe workshop
participunts were able foouse the computer-and 1o surt the Net, and thus
reahised that women should ot beleft behind monformation and
communication technology. -

U he workshop decided that ZaWoN shtmk;l have aweh pngﬂ 50
that the outside world could know that theyexist and are doing somethmg.
n designing this web site. the participants-came out with beautiful ideas
an how the pages should took hike.  These include the following:
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INVOLVING WOMEN IN INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY:
ZANZIBARI WOMEN OF THE NET - ZaWoN
By
Fatma Alloo
The main objective of ZaWoN is m empower women in the use of
Information Technology and establish a strong network between them so
they can actively contribute in issues which concern them the rtmsl m

present day Zanzibar's development.
Under this objective, the following activities could be undertaken:

. Design and host s web site - ZaWoN has managed 10 design a web page
that was to be launched by mid February 2001, This web site will
have a history of ZaWoN and how ZaWoN was born, contact addresses
and membership database. This website can be used as a source-of
information.

2. Workshop with the founding members: ZaWoN's members need to
set the specific objectives, activities, functions, membership rules and
responsibilities and strategies that will be incorporated in the web in
the near future. When it was established, ZaWoN had 26 members.
The plan is to call a meeting, from time to time and see if the same
number can be maintained or evolve new wiiys to enlist more. This
was to be at the lime the website would be launched,

3. Workshop with women’s groups: In order lo achieve iis objective
ZaWoN plans to educate, encourage and attract more women. ¢ither
o join ZaWoN or to inifiate their own website as groups or at Jeast to
have IT access in other ways. Thus. ZITeC which s part of Sustainable
Advancement of Zanzibar (SAZ) whose objective is (o uplift the
visibility of the NGO community through IT, will assist ZaWoN to
design the websites for the various women's groups. Lots of women s
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groups heed their projects to be nutionally and g_lﬁbally recognised.
Websites could provide that window,

Example of NGOs that would participate in this waming is UWAZI,
which comprises 90 groups of women (small-scale producers),
ANGOZA an umbrella NGO. SASIK asm&mﬁﬂ handicraft business

group, cfc.

4. ‘Training: With the help of ZITeC. ZaWoN will fﬂﬂlll'tﬁ!c and support
the training on the use of website for the office bearers 1o women's
groups that will be interested 1o have u web page, The training is
planned 1o help women to have mare skills and constantly update
their web.

The above four activities are ﬂmlﬂsu: ones bul mn lhr: ﬁrm.?aWnN
will include the following:"

|. Mailing list: Members would be on the listserve under which they can
locally and internationally network with other women's organisations
and NGO« in the'world, Constant networking can keep the members
updated on what is going on throughout the world and will help them
lo gain skills, knowledge. experiences and exposure by physically
attending to different development and human rights issues.

2. Research: ZaWoN web page will be the right place to feed in
information on the studies or research undertaken on women’s situation
in Zanzibar. especially on how far they involve themselves in the use
of IT and how if influences or changes their lives.

3. ‘Edueation: Not all ZaWoN members are educated women and not all
will be interesied in academic side of ZaWoN so there should be a
place where these kind of groups can fitin. ZaWoN wehb page could
provide a space whereby women can exchange and share other skills
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and training. Example; cooking, hygiene, family planning and child-
care, tailoring. small business skills. women's rights, efc.

4. Marketing: This is an imporfant field where women have limited
skills and knowledge in our purt of the world.  The use of IT could

 open upspanﬂanﬂplamawﬁtmﬂunmmwhﬂ produce can sell
their products at fairer prices if they hook up 10 networks that promote
just prices for goods from the developing countries.

influcnce women on 1hc use ui‘ I ZaWoN w:ll assign. some of the
members 1o follow the live example of an individual or a group on
how IT and ZaWoN had changed their lives, Each.case study can
then be put onto the website,

Important points to be incorporated in the ZaWoN website:

- 1t should be in Kiswahili and English

- Will haye &lmk o WoN and SID.

= Linked to women's web sites with the same. ul:gmw: and those
that have been iniuated under the influsnce of ZaWoN,

- Period of updating should beset and pfrsunnu} responsible to be
assigned.

/
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_WOMEN'’S INVOLVEMENT THROUGH THE ARTS:
ZANZIBAR IH‘T‘EH luf'lflﬂﬂll_. FILM FESTIVAL (ZIFF)

By
Fatma Alloo

More recently, Zanzibar has emerged as the venue for what isnow
the largest cultural extravaganza in East Africa: The Festival of the Dhow
Culture. Since 1998 the annual festival which is in July, has grown as a
unique initiative for the integrated and sustained preservation and
development of the region’s cultural heritage and the work of contemporary
artists.

By adopting the “Dhow” as the symbol for all of the festival
activities: the Zanzibar Film Festival (ZIFF) gives an ancient image a
contemporary significance.  The culture of the Dhow speaks about the
diversity and collective memory shared by the region’speople. This festival
suggests i process for exploring the culture of the region and the importance
of understanding and articuluting the globul experience and perception of
national cultures,

Within the globalised world of the 21st century; it cun be observed
that xenophobia slong with regiondl and ethiic differences are being
reinforced as the basis for soeial conflict. The international recognition of
the festival is therefore, an acknowledgment of the ideas of diologue and
cooperation which guides the work of ZIFF,

The organisation was formed to raise an awareness of the culture,
the traditions and the present concerns of the Bhow region through the
appreciation. celebration and promotion of cinema and arts in general,
This NGO is rooted inan awareness of the importance of cinema in society:
the challenge of film-making in Africa and East Africain particular. ZIFF
responds to-the need for African audiences (o have access o the work of
African filmmakers, as well as the experience of quality cinema.
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'H'n: [estival has a women's.

has a i which current issues
pm-t{ﬁe&t ‘wormen in the arts clﬂﬁqu and q:u:mkmikmg. are
addressed. ‘Genderissues nre also sirong component of the films shown
at thisfestival. For moreinformation visit http/ / www.ziff.or.tz or email:
zifff@ziff.ortz. Linking up with women in ather parts of Africa through
DAWN-Africa initiated collaborative work with other African networks
would strengthen activities of Zanzibari women, increasc their visibility
and create the fegacy for womén empowerment and gender justice. in
" Zanzibar.




WOMEN AND THE MEDIA: TANZANIA MEDIA
WOMEN’S ASSOCIATION (TAMWA)

By
Fatma Alloe &

At its inception in 1987, TAMWA chose the media s a mobilizing
fora on issues of concern to women, Initially, it lsunched a campaign on
violence against women. Asaresult, the first Crises Centre was established
in Dar es Sulaam which later on spread to 15 such centres in the region.
The-women's magazine, Suwi Ya Saiti, was also lmunched with statement
thatheing o woman does not mean less of a person.

During the years, TAMWA has continued to mobilise women on’
their rights and raised awareness over different issues, including HIV/
AIDS: It applies bang-style journalism, whereby when an issue is tuken
on the multiplicity of media outreach is used rt:a:.:hmg, out {0 the public in
n variety of ways including street theatre,

The recent success stories of TAMWA has been the Séxual Offénce
Bill for which life imprisonment lor rape was passed b}f a male-dominated
parliament and the Land Bill which gives right to women to inherit land
under eivil law.

For mare information you can write (0 tamwa(@raha. com

TAMWA therefore brings its advocacy and Journalistic skills to
share with Pan-African collaboration being initiated in (his process by
DAWN te link issues affecting women in Africa.
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WOMEN AND POLITICS: THE EXPERIENCE OF
THE COUNCIL OF SENEGALESE WOMEN (COSEF)
b r B}‘
Aminata Diaw

1. What is COSEF AND WHY WASIT ESTABLISHED?

“The Council of Senegalese Women was established on -~ March 11
199 5. following the mfﬁnﬁswmkshup-mgaﬁ‘seﬂ by the African Institute:
for, Demoperacy 1AID) on the tflieme, “Women in Democracy: The
Senegalese Experience.” At the end of the meeting. the women agreed to
establish a small and functional national body that would reflect the
diversity of the interests of the Senegalese women. COSEF is thirs 1 non-
partisan organisation. which brings together womett belomging to different
political parties (PS, PDS, PIT, LD, etc), university dons, women labour
leaders; women traders, housewives, ete. COSEF has'a branch office in
each of the regions in Seneddl

5 'SOME ACTIVITIES UNDERTAKEN BY COSEF
{) Irivolvement in the electoral process

COSEF became involved in the electoral process because it is an
organisation, which was bom as a resull of the need 1o resolve a paradox.
Women pirticipate massively in politics biit women's issues oceupy only
a marginal position in the manifestoes of political parties; only few elected
women oceupy decision-making positions. This led COSEF 1o embark
on a campaign on the e, “\Where is the Democracy?.” during the
local and legislative elections in 1996 and 1998, respectively. The campaign
was carried out through appeals, songs, posters, television adverts, and
interviews in newspapers and on the radio.
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In the run-up to the two clections, COSEF met with the Gﬁmal
Secretaries of all the political parties in order to:

* sec 10 what extent the parties were committed to the issue of female
repmnnmunn and encourage mam to mlu: mm of aspirations and

* let the female members ‘-"fﬁﬂﬁlic'a':] S U e
parties.

For the April 2001 legislative clections, COSEF launched a citizen’s
campaign, under the framework of the “group of five™ (COSEF, APAC.
Siggil Jigeen Network, Civil Forum, and Association of Senegalese Jurists).
The campaign will continue until the rext local elections and would
invalve: campaign for l:]uttht)', plca.se-lnhb}'iqg for the inclusion of women

.an lists of candidates for elections. publicity in the media. support for
female candidates, and training of female political leaders.

All the sbove goes 1o show that COSEF intends 10 sérve 4 i watehdog.
closely monitoring all issues concering the Senegalese women. and o
enlighten the women on matters affecting them.

2) Training and enlightenment

COSEF’'s activities are not limited to election periods. The
organization isalso involved in the education and enlightenment of women.
For example, it has organised three seminars in three of Senegal's main

cities.
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Mﬁwi the capacity of won
oflbﬁtnpmhcipnteimhéﬁeﬁf n-making proces:

‘the slpgan for the campaign. which hns;ustbwniamhcdandﬁtﬁﬂ:
 teads: “To vote is good but to be an elected official m even better.” It is
,ﬁrg;ummﬂ'minCOEEfmmpmd in addition to

on the ground, theré should be continuous refléction on

the issues involved. To this end, COSEF has published a number of
‘books:  Women and. Decision-Making Circles, Women, Ethics and
 Politics,. 1998 Legislative Elections: Where is the Democracy?

o Jo h$ really effective, democracy in Senegal must tike aceotnt of
women's issucs. There must also be close collaboration betweeh the
women leaders and the other women . This form of partnérship must
&:afﬁ@ m:dummﬁgmmncr Consequently, COSEF has directed
i&mmqwf branches to 1nrtml£ discussions, which will be continued at
the national level. COSEF intends 1o promote stich collaboration and

Enj;mhe itnmntrnsmymessbccause it is an atiempt to change




TOWARDS A NEW VISION FOR
WOMEN OF AFRICA
e TR 3 By ~Eth T Il

Kfngﬁg' @fﬂ—ﬂkﬂnﬂ&
INTRODUCTION

The political, economic and social conditions of the world today have
been chamcterised by increasing polarism and the globalisation of economic
and financial markets. More than ever before. international finance capital
15 posting profits at a faster rate in many more countries,

The jntemationalisation of capital has been going on as a phen
of poiitical and economie life since the latter part of the 19th century.. Thi:
fact is important because it coincides with the colonial conquests and the
plunder of people of the South, particilarly Africa. 1t is important to
appreciate this so as to put into proper perspective the current
internationalisation of capital and markets described as globalisation.

Globalisation has been described as the process of marketing goods,
services and finances withoul restrictions by national borders and rules.
Since 1970 globalisation has been facilitated and given greater impetus
by a number of factors including:

* The accumulations of petrodollars by the OPEC crisis,
* The downsizing of production technology
* The revolutionary transformation of mfonmuﬂn. communication

and transport technology.

. The process of globalisation has been left 1o some invisible market
forces. Muluilateral institutions like the World Bank. IMF and. in more
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© UBor s, s note worthy that Affica has recordéd the ﬂﬁrﬁ:ﬂpﬂkﬁﬁa
Emi any other region. Within Africa. the growing nnj:nvcﬁshmum of'the
poptlition, partielirly women, s Surpiissed @l regions noting that 40
garcent of the papulation in sub-Saharan Africa live below poverty line.
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It is against this background that 3 numhnf nf Hfﬁmm women
Established & pan-Africah NGO © ABANTUFOR DEVELOPMENT - in
1991, Ore of the primary motivations for founding ABANTU was w
increase and enhance the participation of women in Africa in decision-
%‘” policy mwmm Itw&ﬁﬁ‘ﬁ]nm-i

exclusively, 4&!1’&! civil society or -
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Strategy

Thcmnmcg} of ABANTT! is miﬂtrea:etlwmmbﬂof Aﬁumn
wonteh trainers and activists who are skilled in gender and policy analysis.
Other approaches include training policy-makers to understand the-
‘implications of their pﬁﬁ-cy and mmtitﬁrmg African gnw:rnmrnts'
commitrent lo women issugs,

v—- 4

ABANTTI has a vision of a world in ‘which économic: pmduu‘tiou 15
organised to mest pr:oph: s meeds in a sustainable manner, a world in which
ﬂxmnhuhMmau&pradmmﬁwnﬂwundfaﬂdeMW
enjoy the fruits of their labour, a world in which African people control
and wiilize their resources and have control over their own development
process. Ahuﬂdmwﬁmhpﬂﬂpkenm

* Free from all injustices.

* Free from oppresston -

“* Free from discrimination, based on gender, race, class, ethnic nngan.
* physical ability, sexual orientation or religious belief - -

* Free from exploitation

A ‘ree from. amwd conflict

ABANTU mwnﬂdngfmawurlﬂinumuhwmummdmm
equal parlnﬂrsﬂaﬂ lewhnfdactsmu—makmgmﬂsumm&hle development.

Purpose
~ The purpose of the arpnlmnnnm to enhance capicity of African

peap‘ﬁ: and women in particular, to participate in the development, of
political and economic structares of African :mInu:c::
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Aims

ABANTU aims to eradicate all obstacles/impediments - culuural, legal
and political - (o women’s economic independence and equality by the
law. We also aim to ensure that the advancement of women's interests
benefits the entire community. Hence ABAN TlJ’s emphasis on developing
women's. capacities and empowering African people.. This is why
ABANTU uses participatory training methods.to. deyelop gender and
policy skills and advocacy.

Our programmes include:

* Training and capacity-building
* Advocacy, public awareness and networking

* Research, information and publications
* Institutional development of ABANTU

TOWARDS A NEW VISION FOR AFRICA
Against this background of current political economic-and social
relations and ABANTU’s agenda, the cancemn to envisioning Africa ina
new way raises a number of questions. These include:
* How do we create genuine partnership between men and women?
* How do women, in this partnership hamess the vast natural, human
and cultural resources of Africa to enhance the development
=s for Africans, particularly women? _ .
*+ How do we enhance accessibility and application of technigues-
that are jate from a gender and socio-economic perspective?
* How do we sirengthen our capacity to ensure that public policy
favours social development rather than corporate interests?

ABANTU is committed to the pan-Afnicanist approach to liberation
of the Alfrican peoples from the clutches of neo-colonialism and o] forms
of domination, oppression _and exploitations. That women 11 Africa
constitute a vast segment of the vulnerable groups in today’s global
economic relations is the reason why they should be targeted for
empowerment. Continent-wide, a conscious effort is reuired on the part
of the nation states to practise true democracy and the production sector to
pursue accelerated development.
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THE AFRICAN WOMEN'S DEVELOPMENT AND
COMMUNICATION NETWORK [FEHHE’I’}

L. Muthoni Wanyeki

WHAT IS FEMNET?

FEMNET was established in 1988 by national women's networks to
follow up on the Nairobi forward looking strategies and provide continental
evordination and faciitation  in preparation for the Fourth World
Conference on Women in Beljing, China. It hag become n continental
membership organisation, which works towards African women's
development, equality and other human rights through advocacy, training
and communications. : ' !

WHAT DOES FEMNET DO?
Advocacy:
FEMNET advoceates for the implementation of the Dakar and Beijing
Platforms for Action at national, regional and international levels,

At the national fivel

1) FEMNET follows up on the implementation of the Platforms
For Action through experiences sharing and monitoring advoeacy for
muinstreaming gender in policy relating to the eritical areas for action,
covered by the PFAs.

i) ‘Recognising the constraints to gender muinstreaming posed by
the increased inability of states to put resources into aress which matter
for African women ( economic and social rights such as education, health,
ete.) due o external and internal indebtedness, structural adjustment. new
trade and investment commitments requiring World Trade Grgmusﬂimn
compliance, FEMNET has three new projects:

3



@) African women's economic and social rights project which is due
10 begin thisyesr and witl review not just older debistes about the

wmw of economic and sociul rights, but will seek to entér into newer
~debates about the ability of intemational human rights instruments to be
used as a counterweight (o the effects.of international financing, trade
and investment law on women and feed the outcomes into the gender

budgeting and Poverty Reduction Strategy Process work ucross the:

continent,

b). Monitoring the PRSP in Kenya. This project is monitoring
essentially the third phase of structural adjustment in Africa.

¢l FEMNET will produce a report of the outcomes in the form of
lessons-learnt-handbook which will be distributed across the continent;
anid '

d) The third project is in partnership with the Law and Religion
Programme of Emory University, titled - “Continuing the Culture, Religion
and Human Rights Woerk: Woemen and Land  Projects in five African
Countries.” These countries include Cameroen, Ethiopia, Nigeria, Senegal
and Uganda (with two. possibly three more - Kenya: Mozambique and
Rwanda coming on this year), Outcomes from this include: a book on

culture, religion and human rights; 10 be published by Zed Publishers late -

this year (on¢ of 4 four - book series); advoeacy and madia packages
created from the research papers in the book for all live countries; and a
lessons - learnt handbook from the advocacy process in the piot country,
Ethiopia on the findings of the research; input into the African media
coverage and training manual being produced by Gender Links and Inter
Ergssﬂermunculm:.mlmmdhumnﬂw -

A; J,h WM fﬂ'ﬂ

40



around the Organisation of African Unity, through two new projects:.

1) support for a female candidate for the post of the OAU Secretary
General mnmddmum&anngﬂm relevance of a reformed OAU to
the African women's movemeni(s) and of the options for reform prupusni
including reform in terms of gender mainstreaming;

if) support for the work of the Special Rapporteur on Women's ng}ib
ofthe African Commission on Human and Peoples’ Rights (in partnership

with the Special Rapporteur and Interights)
At the international level

* The mternational level through coardination and Facilitation of the
Afficam eaucus at the Commission on the Status of' Women at the United
Nations (now done in partnership with other regional nefworks),

'I'mmmg
FEMNET conducts training o 5up1md1eadvncacypmgrmne In
ths n:gmﬂ, FEMNET has two main projects:

v A seven - country project on gender mmﬁstmammg in purtnership
with the United Nistions Develupment Programme, covering Ghana, South
Africa and Ugands, for Anglophone Africa and Ciimeroon, Mali, Rwanda
and Sqﬁtgal for Pmnnuphniw Africa. The outputs ul’ thJs project will
mclude: an updated FEMNET Model for Gender Ma wming n both
English and French: the development of & sectorial gender traininig tool on
cconomics in Africa, iy hoth English und French. FEMNET will
also c:sp!aft the pum;%mg f' eunlwng with an annotated bfhlmgmphy on
gender mainstreaming resources available in Francophone Africa and the
formation (or tﬁ-eﬂnhmhn‘lrem} of FEMNET gender training data base
and Gﬂﬂann_Img Tcgrmm each of the seven countries from the project.

A



- Thépmﬂmﬂnduuﬂam ofnhnudbmlnnmemmuf
refugee. girls and women within refugee camps {follow up from a
pumnﬂpmum wﬁhw done last year)

&mmm
* the review of FEMNET s internal and external communications
work is on - going and includes;

i) long overdue and urgent work on FEMNET s internal
communications and related mmbmshlp services (the updating of our
membership database, the establishment of board, national focal point
and general membership listserves facilitated in both English and French,
work on more regular updates fo our website and our Beijing Plus Five
partnership website, Flamme, with the Association ut‘ Fmgr:sswe
Communicators (APC) A&mannms Programme,

ii) the movement of our resource centre, andacnmmtcnwddainbase
ouline. This includes the revamping of our two bilingual newsletters,
FEMNET News and  Our Rights, FEMNET is also introducing a new
communication package for advocacy programmes.. This will be
implemented in five. sub-regions with a progressive print organisation,

the World Association of Community Broadcasters (AMARC) - Affiea.

for radio and & pn[lmlpmur}f video organisation. Expected outcomes
include 4 communications for advocacy training manual in both English
and French for African women's organisations and a participatory radio
and video productions from the five sub-regions on the five critical arcas
of coneern idmtiﬁﬂdhy African women during Beijing Plus Five, Political
participation,. glabuhmmnl conflict, HIV/AIDS and women's human
rights are additional identified aréas for future action,



ADDITIONAL INFORMATION ON FEMNET

FEMENT is a regional network of wom:n 's organisations which
works towards African Women's development, Eqnﬂlﬂ}' and other human
rights through advocaucy, training and communications.

.. Muthoni Wanyeki

Executive Director.

African Women's Development and Communications Network (FEMNET)
P. O, Box 54562

Nairobi

Kenya

Fel: (254)2-741301/20

Fax: (254) 2-742927

e-mali: femnet@africaonline co.ke

URL: htt:'www.africaonline.co ke/femnet

Jenda: A Journal of Culture mi African Women Studies-, o new online
journal devoted to the study of African women in differing cultural contexts,
The journal jz mlbli&h-‘:tm& hosted by Africa Resource Centre, Inc and
its URL aceess is: hup://www.jendajournal.com. The first volume was
planned for October 2000,

The focus of the journal is the following:

- To document the relevance of gender in African social, political and
economic systems as well as its historical effects on culture.

- To respond to the debates on gender and problematize its assumed
 effects _

- To generate debate gmong scholars of Afsican women's history and
studies.

- To create a forum that enables African women scholard, analysts and
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ABOUT INTERNATIONAL SOLIDARITY OF WOMEN
LIVING UNDER MUSLIM LAWS - REGION WEST (AFRICA
AND MIDDLE EAST)

BT g
Sherifat Hussain-Abubakar

FORMATION OF THE NETWORK

-~ Women Living Under Muslim Laws (WLUML) is anetwork of women
‘whose lives are staped or conditioned by lasws, (hoth written und unwritten)
druwn [rom mterpretation ol the Qur'un tied up with local traditions.
WEUML was formed in response 10 several ineidents urgently requiring
action in 1984 all of which reluted 1o Tslim, laws, and women.

In hlgéi:ﬁa;'tﬁfré'fbminiﬁts-mmm_andjuijq_:_;} without triul. Their
crime was having discussed with other women (heé government's proposal
K introdice 5 new setol laws on the lamily thut severully reduced women's
rights in thisfield. In India, & Mustim woman filed # petition to the Supreme
Court airguing that the application of religious minodty law denied her
rights otherwise guaranteed all citizens under the constitution of lndia. In
Abt Dhubi. for the alleged crime off adultery, o pregnant woman was
sentenced o be stoned 1o death two months affer giving birth. Those
eanieerned in each incident asked for international support, Starting a5 an
action committee, WLUML coulesced into a network between 1984 and
1986 when it formulated its first plan of sction with nine women from
Mustim countries. And it was this committee that later evolved into the

Though geopraphically scattered. these first incidents were
symptomatic of the much wider problem confronting women in the Muslim
world. Women have increasingly found that in the tussle for political pre-
eminence. political forces (in and out of offices) are increasingly
formuluting legal. sociul. oradministrative measure. justified by reference
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to Islam that malitate against women's autonomy and sell-actualization,

It was ul.umm this hm,kdmp that the network, WLUML was ereuted
tw break women's isolation and Lo pmvuhhukag& and support to xll
women whose lives might be affected by Muslim laws.

The formulation of the network’s nume is an acknowledgment ol the
complexity and diversity of women srealities in the Muslim world. A
less obvious concern that went into the choiee of the name is that women
alfected by Muslim laws may not be Mustim, either by vire ol having o
different religion or by virtue of having chosen another marker of political
orpersomal identity, The emphasisin the titleand in the group is therefore
on the women themselves and their sitvations and not on the specifie
politico-religious option they may exercise, As a network, WLUML
therefore extends 10 women Living in countries  where Islam is.the state
religion as well as those from Muslim communities ruled by religious
minority laws, Wamen in secular states where a rapidly expanding political
presence ol Islam mcmmmgty provokes o demand lor pumority religious
law as well as 10 women in migrant Mustim communitics in Europe. the
Americas and Australia make part of WLUML target,  The beneliciaries
include non-Mustim women who may have Muslim laws applied to them
direetly or through their children.

HOW WLUML Wﬂm

The network is divided into regions comprising the. w-m {Africa and
Middle East) and the Fast (Asian countries and Turkey), The network’s
principal aim is t0 increase women's autonomy over all aspects of their
lives; soctal and economic, cultural and political. physical and
psychalogical. This -:mmllnnwusi} imphies respecting their autonomy
and accepting that in the struggle for survival, the options exercised or
strategics adopted by any one group can and will mif::,!mm.ﬂm: ol
another. even where these groups appear 10 be similur. Particular
configuration of circumstances and the analysis that informs their choice
are the principal determinants of the requirements for diferent strategics
and options.
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THE MEANS ADOPTED BY WLEML

INFORMATION

WLUIML has been collecting and disseminating information on formal
and customary laws in some parts of the Muslim world, a¢ well as on
women's fives. struggles. and strategies. It has-collected progressive
interprefations of Istam and muintains 4 growing roster of wormen's
organizations, lawyers, human rights and sdvocacy groups, feminist Istamic
scholars and individual activists, A impartant aspect has been collecting
women's analvses of their own situations in the Muslim world and making
this availuble 1o others women. Today, the WLUMI s coordination office
and the regiond! coordination offices have evolved into valunble
documentation centres: '

Information from the network are circulated through:
* Dossiers
* News-sheet
* Newsletter
* Other numerous publications

SHARING OF TRUE LIFE EXPERIENCES THROUGH EXCHANGES

women from the Muslim world who would normally not have a chance 10

Common projects are identified by the pesple in the network and-
reflect their diverse concems. :

However the materinlisation of any given project is  dependent on
not only for conceptudlization and logistics but ateo for sharing the task of
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raising the material resourced required witly the coordination offices. These
common projects include:

(YT !l rll
*tmswmmpmﬂkaaf 1988 mmuldentmnwllh
ISIS-WICEE @ ~ vyt e ool
% mmwﬁuﬁmgﬁlﬂw T o P b
% Wornen and Lawin the Muslim World: 0 LRI

mmdmﬁﬂdﬁsﬁm@'ﬂmw
the evolution of laws, identifying the contradictions between customary.
and Statute laws and lucunie in implemeniation . An integral part of this:
project’ is the outreach programme To extend fietworking within each
country and 1o promote legal literacy and awareness: The: international
handbook on the re&ﬁurch of Women um! an i in the papelm:

- WLUMLand{"luhmi Instnutc
WLUML cstablished the Feminism in the Muslim Waﬂd Loa&cﬂhlp
Institute, which holds annual training for young h;:mmsl-s, '
SOLIDARITY AND SUPPORT
VYA AT ROUDSIT 2T WIUETTEY LT SUST 10 SABLANS
WLUML initiates and responds to appeals ﬁ}r mppnri in instances
of human sights violations, These range-from collective issties, much as
the repedl of discrimingtory legistation, the cnd of bppressive praclices,
ete; Overthe years, WLUMIL. has responded to-an ever-incroasing humber,
urmrurmadmwmme&wmmghmﬁwm

* Today, the Intemational Salidarity Network of Women Living Under
Muslim Laws st network that links over 2000 individuals in 40 countries

in the Muslim world, These people have diverse professionals backgrounds.

organisational frameworks, and political perspectives; ‘but share a common

commitment o expand women's autonomy, Mostare actively involved in.

the women's movement intheir countries or place of residence, In addition,.
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' DAWN'S REGIONAL CONSULTATIVE MEETING:

SUMMARY OF ISSUES AND RECOMMENDATIONS

THE CONTEXT

«In the 19605, we arose. In the 19705, we continued to experiment.
But in the 1980s, we began to face hard realities. And in the
19905, we are subscribed into a ghetto,"—Fatma Allvo, DAWN
East Africa

“The key issues and recommendations raised from the presentations
at the consultative forum are expressed below:

[0 What is our vision as the African women’s movement under
globalisation? As feminists, we know that globalisation is nota recent
phenomenon—it follows on from enslavement, colonialism, and neo-
imperinlism. Yet, have we allowed the buzz words —globalisation,
democriscy, ete—10 obscure the real issues? Have we lost the ability
1o root our struggles in the struggles of our continent?

d What is our strategy as the African women's movement under
globalisation? Does our strategy putas much weight on process as it
does on results? What have we gained or /and lost from the concept
and strategies of gender? Are the efforts at gender muinstreaming.
which entails engagement with the state, obscuring the need to expend
equul =fforts at fundamentally wansforming the African state? Are

we playing into the privatisation of development itself?

0 How do we conceptualise our struggle under globalisation? What are
the ideological tools of analysis that we use in that conceptualisation?
What does democracy and political pluralism mean 1o usas Afncan
feminists? Whom are we targeting for change—the state ar the
communities we arise from? What is the real impact we now seek



‘with regurd to African women’s lives? And which African women
are we talking-about? How do we engage, despite the difterences

- What does the state now mean to us? What s the state’s role and
responsibilities towards the contradictory internstionsl political
economy—characterised by potentiatly useful human rights
-instruments as well as-by damaging financing, trade and imvestment
- Instruments? What is the state’s rle and responsibiilities towards its
- own internal contradications—characterised. by secular constitution
and statutory laws s well is by customary and religious laws? What
15 our own stand oo these external and internal contradietions and the
conflicts they create and/or reinforce? How do we hold the siate
accountable—to usas:African women? How does regional tmegration

How does the struggle for African women's health and our
reproductive and sexual rights (with African women's bodies as sites
of that struggle) informn and-undertie our broader strugole? How is
that struggle informed by culture, ethnicity, and religion? Whit is the
role of African states in demystifving sex, particularly now. given the
adverse impacts of HIV/AIDS on African women and African
~women's inubility to nepatiate for safer sex?” What are the trade-offs
made by African states in this respect? And thus, what are the links
between violence against women and development itsel{? '

The presentations proffered the ways forward which are summarised below:

We need a clear understanding of power relations and the resulting

inequalitics. marginalisation and exclusion-with respeet 1o eeonomic
m‘mhwuo&mddaﬁhﬂmﬁnn and réproduction at the community, national
and international levels.

We nieed 10 know where we're coming fron to know where we're



going to, particularly if we are to be able to puss on the baton to the newer
generation of African feminists and enable men to engage in African
feminist debates. We therefore need to work on this more deliberately. by
going back to conscientisation and mobilisation as a sirategy. beginning
with a fundamental analysis and critique of our own history. achievemenis
and failures

We need to revisit and reassess the ideals of pan-Africanism, as
expressed through the African Charter on Human and Peoples’ Rights
(with the aptional protocol on women's rights), the Lagos Plan of Action
and the African Alternative to Structural Adjustment from-and African
feminist perspective.

We need a collaborative approach and new forms of organising so
as to impact on policy and practice in respect of ransforming the lives of
African women and function as a pan-African coalition of networks.

[n addition to these were more issues-specific recommendations. which
resulted from the group tasks perfornied during the consultative forum.

RECOMMENDATIONS
HEALTH VIOLENCE AGAINST WOMEN AND GENDER
Preliminary discussions

Essential recommendations regarding the issue of the nature and
development of networks include the need for:

* Development of leadership

+ Review and evaluation of membership for continued interest in
participation

* Dissemination of the results of this meeting.
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This group also recommended that the best members in building networks
are organizations not individuals
ADVOCACY IN HEALTH

Participants recommended that the following were important issues o
advoeate for:

. Adlw.\cm for the formation of consummer organizations-to acl as
watchdogs of quality of products / food imported because of some of their
negative effects on bealth ; "

¢ Adyocate for strengthening of institutions such as food-and drug boards

#  The state and government should be seen to involve :henmimmtha ;
fight against AIDS

*  The group recommended more activities on the production and
dissernination of IEC materials on HIV / AIDS

* [nformation. education, communication (IEC) is needed for the public
and for parliamentarians on relevant laws that could need revision, .

VIOLENCE
+ Participants recommended for the need to review laws on issues of
violence

* Provide women with skills to better interprei religious laws and analyse
religious practices.

RESEARCH / HEALTH

feed:
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Lk

%ﬁlﬂp indicators on all dimensions / components of the broad
definition of health e.g social, cultural, and psychological issues. -

* To survey the impact of health sectorreforms:

VIOLENCE :
Amnsafmmhmwmmﬂdedbypmﬁmpmtsunmemaufmm
include the t‘urlnwing: :

* Research onimpact of dmlupmﬂm on mlﬁﬁm*ngmnst women
* The use of ethnicity and culture a5 @ power tool in relation to vialence

* MMmﬂwmhmﬂ,nﬁﬁmnmdmﬁglﬂnwhwhmH prevent
violence against women

* Reésearch the misinterpretation and misapplication of religious laws

GENDER

Participants recommended the following to enable feminists to network

to address gender issues effectively in the region:

* Networking with other organisations in the process of addressing gender
issues : ;

* Need for gender audit in networks and organisations to ensure that
organisations themselves are gender-sensitive and capable of

mainstreaming gender issues.

TRAINING

Train men and women politicians and communities in gender issues
Training i any aspects of development should include gender issues.
particularly, addressing the elimination of discrimination against women.



POLITICS, GLOBALIZATION, TRADE / ECONOMIC
ISSUES, nmms. llunam AND THE STATE

Paru:rpar;tsrecugmsad politics, gluha!lsaimn rcsnunes trade and
economy as arcas that need action in-advocacy, m:mh tmd training.
Specifically. they recommended as follows: -

POLITICS
' Participunts recommended that thére is need to: aﬂxutmf: fur
participatory democracy; accountability, transparency, institutionnl
strengthening and effective women's participation.  They observed gaps
in research, which need medrmzmpum The need to research on
what democracy s 10 4n African rmdll:- Emsn«nrﬂwgamlmtm
particular.
In the area of training, they rﬁ:nmmmded fn»r sensitisation
education of women and men, informption, policy mml:.ms. {"umludmg
leadership, commitnication #nd 1 n:guﬁﬂhonl

GLOBALISATION

In issuwes lhm relite o glnhnﬁsanm midmmmmmhd
for advocacy lmga:ing all plavers involved (IMF, World Bank. etc) 1o be
aceountable and transparent, They identified o need to research into all
impacts of globalisation, inchuding dconomic, refigious, social and religious
mpacts on individuals and groups. They reconimmended training on the
impaci nglnbulmnnn at local and intermational teve!-; - :

TRADE AND ECONOMY '

Participants recomimended advocacy for full pm-timpanun of
women and other vulnerable groups in the preparation of budget, trade
policy a1 domestic and regional levels, and to target the state advocating
for accountability on budget and expenditure: Research efforts are 10 be
directed 10 budget analysis, impacts of globalisation on the state in Africa,
the African people us well 88 on economic policy concerning women and
the environment.
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educating Africans, women in particular, in petworking skills.

LEGAL AND CONFLICT ISSUES, MEDIA, RESEARCH / TRAINING
COMMUNICATIONS AND CULTURE

Participanis recommended for the npeed to research into the

following:

|, Bibliography of existing research (TWN, FIDA, WILDAF, WLEA,
WLSA, AAWORD, ABANTU., CODESRIA, ¢ic.),

. Research in terms of women

3 Research sources of interpretation and enforcement of dugl laws /
dualism (

4 Bibliography on feminist interpretation of Islam (WLMLUL)
comparative research on women in Istam and in Africa

5. Rescarchon Alrican state and religion P _

6. Research on-institutions [ networks, their histories, constitutions

and structure as well as impact (creative documentary ZIFF) «

In the area of advocacy, the group recommended for:

l.
2.

3

Advocacy around the findings of any gap found in the research
Assessment of advocacy work and goverment awarengss 0f
accountability to CEDAW through constitutions and statules
Advecate for involvement of youths in.all programmes.



Legal and Conflict issues, Media, Research/Training Communications |
and Cuolture (Jessica, Leila, Eddn, Lyne and Munira)

e e ]
I Assessment of
pretious advocacy
work & Governments
Blhhngmph\ ut'mnmg resenrch { TWN, awareness of
FIDA.WILDAF. WLEA, WLSA. AAWORD, accountability 1o
ABANTU, CODESRIA etc. CEDAW through
2. Research in terms of women constitutions und
3. Research spurces of imerpromtion and enforce- Stailes

ment of Diaal lawsDualism
4. Bibliography an feminist mterpretation of lslan
{WEMOL ) Compurative research on woman in
1slam and in Adrica

5 Research on Afican state und religion
f Rescarch on institutions' networks their
lListories constitution and structure nmi

TRAINING
|, Training inadvecacy skills gt the national
regtonal and international level sround used
of relevant human rights instruments g.g-

1. Comstinitions and sibulory

taws (CEDAW) (CEDAW, CRC, African Charter efc.
R Abican Chance dnd 6. Institutional building and networking under
OIMITEESSEon - 3 . a* -
" globalization (vision, strutegies and change,
i g I 3 ':w' e intergenerational transfer), Use of communi
5 !"'E lﬂlﬂﬂ:ﬂ:. P cation and media (Community
. Afian Womeh oveinenks hcw.-_d.demmml media & ICTs:
7. Ethnicily Indicators and monitoring
s Contlicty cuwses and
Resohstions otc
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February 19th " ‘Arrivals

Monday il

Ftﬁrﬂ'ﬁy.lﬂlli

9.00 u.m, - ?Jﬁm' R Wuh:nm’nyFmaﬁ.Hm

9:154.m. - ll.ﬂﬂu,m. 'Rnporr bymmb:rs nfDAW‘N African
11.00 &~ 1130 ., e teeak

11530 am. - 1230 p.m. Reports continue

130 pm. - 3 p.m, . Lunch

pm. -5 pm ‘Bistussions and future plans

W _ antmd by Fatou Sow

1000 &.m.- 10:302m
10:30 am, - 10:45 a.m. Wﬂ:lmmby Fatma Alloo

10:45 &, - 11,00 am. : =
» Y Falnu%w The DAW Regmm] Coordinators

1100 8. - 1130 am. - froductions.
130 am. - 12.00 pm. uvwvmw and ﬁhjﬂd]'t‘ﬂi of the rruatfng

by Bene Madunagu, DAWN
12:30 pomm. - I 00 p.m. s mu:?}?wﬁ.m
1.00 pm.- 130 pm. | General Drmssmm |
130pm, -3 pm. . Lunch break
300 pm <330 pian. “Third World Network - Paulire Vande
3:30 p.m. - 400 p.m. Women Living Under Muslim Law

by Sharifat Hussein
ﬂ !



4,00 p.m. - 430 pm.

4:30 pm; = 4:45 pam.
4:45pm. - 5:15 pan.

5:15 pam, <345 p.m,
5:435 p.m. = 6:30 p.m.
February 22nd
Thursday

B:30 a.m. - 8:45 a.m.

8:45 am.- 915 am,

0:15 a.m - %:45 am,

9-45 am, - 10:15 m.

[0:15 am, = 10A5 i,

10453 m, - ll:{_lﬂ'ufm;
11200 a.m- 11:302.m.
11:30 .m. - 12:00 noon

12:00n00n - 12:30 p.m.

 Womenand politics in Senegal

by Aminata Diaw, Conseil Senegalais
des Femmes (COSEF, a Network of

Women's Association in Senegal)

Association of African Womenon
Research and Development (AAWORD)
by Valerie Ndongo

Women in Law and Development in

Adfrica &WILI_MF) by Jessica Pukonge
General Discussions

Suifimary of the first day, by the
Rapportour

Gender violence in Cameroun, by Esther
Endate Association de Lutte contre les
Violenices faites aux Femmes (ALVF,
Association sgainst Gender Violence)

Reproductive Health and Rights
by Dina Nfon Priso, DAWN/MWA

HIV/AIDS in Africa, by Afua Hesse,
Multi-disciplinary African Women's
Health Network (MAWHN)
Discussion on the presentations

Tea break

ABANTU - by Ofici Nkansah
FEMNET - by Lyne Wanyeki,

Tanzania Media Women's Association
(FAMWA) by Edda Sanga/Leila Sheikh



1230 p.m. - 1:00 p.m. Zanzibar Inernational Film Festival (ZIFF)
By Munira Humuod

1:00 pm. - 1:30 p.am Discussions
1:30 pm. - 3:00 p.m. Lunch
3:00.p.m. -5:00 p.m. Group Work on Five Themaic Issues
February 23rd
Friday
9.00 o.m, - ﬂtj_ﬂ&mf Recap of the previous day
30 am. - 11:00 em. Groups” Presentations
11:00 a.m. - | 1:30 am. Tea break
1130 &am -1:00 p.m. Groups’Presentation countinte
and Thiscussions

1:00p.m. - 3:00p.m. Lunch
3:00p.m. - 4:00p.m. Consensus/Emerying issues by Lyne Wanyeki
4:00p.m. - 3:30p.m. Way forward
5:30p.m: « 6:00p.m. Evaluation of the meeting
6:00p.m. - 6:15p.m. Vote of Thanks and Closi

oF 2 Fatou Sow and Bene Ma;lnu%mgn
February 24¢h 2001,
Departures
Fe;:mry 25th 2001,
Conference Rapporteur Mahamed Mbarouk
Translator ( Trcnclu’Engi Ahmed Maulidi
Bene E. Madunagu Fatou Sow Faima Alloo
DAWN Anglophons DAWN Francophone DAWN East African
Coordinator Coordinator Focal Point
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LIST OF PARTICIPANTS

NAME ORGANIZATION  ADDRESS
Amina Digw COSEF B.P. 5337 Dakar-Fann, Senegal
Tel/fax:221 82570 35
e-mail amidiaw(@refer.sn
JescaMupombi WILDAF P O. Box 4622, Harare,

Valerie Ngongo-Mbede  AFARD/AAWORD

Sherifat Hussain-Abubakar  'WLMUL

Kingsley Ofei Nkansal ABANTU

Endale Esther ALVF

Zimbabwe

Fel; 263 4 752105/751189
Fax: 2634 7R1RR6
e-mail:

zimoffice@wildaf,org.zw

B. P. 239, Afard, Cameroon
Tel: 23 51 fax: 230 855/232457

Baobab for Women's Human

Rights

232A Muri Okunola Street,
Victorial Island, [.agos, Nigeria

Tel:234 12626267

Fax: 234 1 617134

e-mail:baobab@bacbab.com.org
P. O, Box |-Ad.Independence

Avenue, Accra North, Ghana
Tel:233 '2_1 246495
Fax:233 21 246496

e LT BT

nkingsley@hotmail com

B. P 2350 Younde, Cameroun
Tel/Fax 20 52 94



AT mali-esther-endale@hotmail com/
alvfi@ecamnet.com

Dinanfo Priso~ | /DAWN 117151 B 7315 Dovala, Caéroun
RGOIEVE AR VARIRER, U 18 Tel: 237403118
- emaildinanfon@hotmail.com

L.Muthoni Wanyeki ~ FEMNET PO Bax 54562, Nairobi, Kenya
' : - Tel: 254 2.741301/20° s
Fax: 254 2 742927
e-matl; wanyekif@iconnect.co.
ke/femneti@alricaonling.co ke

Afus Hesse " 'MAWHN/AMANITARE  P.O. Box KB 263, Acgra, Ghana
Fithes ST SR Tel: 233 21 237533/4
Fu. .'..’33 Zl 23?5531

Munira Hamound ~ ZIFF P. O Box 3032, Zanzibar, Tanzania
: - Tel: 255 747 411499/255 54 233135
e-mail: mmwa@raha com/radiotanzaniafiraha.com

Bene E. Madunagu DAWN:‘GPU&MAN ITARE DAWN Africa
' ' Region (Anglophone)

PO, Box 3663, 44 Ekpo Abasi Strect,

Unical E"Or.‘_.ahhnr Cross River State, Nigerin
el 234 87 230920

Fax 234 87 236298

= e-mail: gpi@fordwa. linkserve org

Faiton Sow DA:WMEFMARI DAWN Africa Region (Francophone)
WLUML AMANITARE  Ifan Cheikh Anta Diop, Universite

B, P 206, Dakar, Senegal

Fel: 221 820 B355/6467800

Fax: 221 825 6531




e-mail: fatousow@telecomplus sn
Fatousowfiholmail com

Fatma Alloc DAWN/ZIFFTTAMWA P O. Box 4224, Zanzibar. Tanzania
' Tel: 255 24 2232728255 741 328 056

Fax; 255 24 2237482

e-mail:falloot@zitec.org

Pauline Vande-Pallen  TWN-Africa PO, Box AN 19452
Accra-North Ghana
Tel: 233 21 511189/503669
Fax: 23321 511158
e-mail: twnafrica@ghana.com

Jane Kiragn FIDA Federation of Women Lawyers
PO Box 46324
Nairobi
Tel: 717169, 714629
Fax: 716840 moh:072 5184 46
e-mail: ricaonline

1i SRE

Nadra Sultan SAZ/ZaWoN  Sustainable Advancement of Zanzibar
P.O. Box 3873, Zanzibar
Telfax 25524 2232728
e-mail:Nadra@zitec.orz
hitp://www.zitec/zawon,org
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